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Children and Youth Section ���� American Sociological Association  

Dear ASA Section on Children and Youth Members: 
  
Since coming on board as the Section Chair, I have been looking at how 
we can re-energize some initiatives started in the past, streamline our 

communications, and expand the resources we offer members. Together 
with an energetic section council and an additional group of section mem-
bers, I see our section moving in the following directions: 1) growing our 

membership and in particular, the resources the section can offer members 

conducting research on children and youth; 2) revamping our communica-

tions through our new Communications Committee, which is coordinating and 
expanding our forms of outreach (newsletter, social media, etc.); 3 offering 

our members assistance in public engagement and outreach, particularly around working with journalists on 

topics related to children and youth, which are often contentious and controversial, rife with misun-
derstandings between scholars and media. For this I will draw on my work at the University of Massa-

chusetts where I direct the Public Engagement Project. Stay tuned for updates. 
  

Find below the call for nominations for our three Section awards. Many thanks to the members of the 
award committees and those of the nominations committee! 

  

With best wishes, 
  
Amy Schalet 
————————————————————————————————————— 
Children and Youth Section Awards: Call for Nominations 
 
1) Outstanding Scholarly Contribution Award of the Section on Children and Youth (article) 
 
Contact: Stephanie Mollborn, University of Colorado at Boulder, Stefanie.Mollborn@colorado.edu 

This award is given in odd years to an article and in even years to a 

book published in the preceding two years that has had a major impact 

on the field of Children and Youth. Articles under consideration for the 

2017 award should have been published in 2015-2016. Nominees must 

be current members of the American Sociological Association (ASA), 

as well as members of the section. Self-nominations are appropriate. To 

make a nomination, write a letter briefly stating why the article should 

be considered and submit with a copy of the publication to the Com-

mittee Chair, Stephanie Mollborn, at Stefanie.Mollborn@colorado.edu 

by March 1, 2017.  (Continued on next page) 
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CY SECTION AWARDS: CALL FOR NOMI-

NATIONS, CONTINUED 

2) Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award of the Section on Children and Youth 

Contact: Kelly Stamper Balistreri, Bowling Green State University, kellyba@bgsu.edu 

This award recognizes an outstanding paper authored by one or more graduate students. To qualify for 

this year’s competition, the author and any co-authors must have been students at the time the paper was 

written. A paper is eligible if it made a “public appearance” in 2015-2016, defined as one of the following: 

1) having been submitted for a class or seminar held in those years, 2) having been presented at a profes-

sional meeting in those years, or 3) having been accepted for publication or published in those years. Nom-

inees must be current members of the American Sociological Association (ASA), as well as members of 

the section. Self-nominations are appropriate. To make a nomination, write a letter briefly stating why the 

paper should be considered and submit with a copy of the publication to the Committee Chair, Kelly 

Stamper Balistreri, at kellyba@bgsu.edu by March 1, 2017. 

3) Distinguished Career Service Award of the Section on Children and Youth 

Contact: Kristin Turney, University of California at Irvine, kristin.turney@uci.edu 

This award recognizes cumulative career service contributions to the public good in the area of Children 

and Youth. This award therefore may recognize the entire body of the person’s service work, including its 

public influence and understanding, and may include engaged pedagogy, community-based research, or 

advocacy research as well as other scholarly or popular writings that advance the mission of the section in 

the public sphere. This award may also acknowledge teaching, mentoring, service to the Children and 

Youth community, including scholarship that produces public goods such as datasets, instructional materi-

als or other academic/research resources. Finally, this award may also recognize professionals working 

outside of academia who have made significant contributions to improving the lives of children and youth 

through their development and maintenance of distinguished programs and/or policy. This award rotates 

with the Distinguished Career Award. Please submit a brief letter of nomination not to exceed two pages, 

a second supporting letter of nomination from another professional, and the nominee’s curriculum vitae to 

the Committee Chair, Kristin Turney, at kristin.turney@uci.edu by March 1, 2017. 
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The purpose of the Section on Children and 

Youth is to encourage the development and 

dissemination of sociological perspectives on 

children in the areas of research, theory, poli-

cy, practice, and teaching. Here, the term 

"children" includes every human being from 

infancy through the transition to adulthood.  
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NEWS FROM THE JACOBS CENTER FOR 

PRODUCTIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

The Jacobs Center for Productive Youth Development Undergoing Major Expansion 
By Mike Shanahan, University of Zurich  

 
 

The Jacobs Center for Productive Youth Development (JC) was established in 2003 as a joint ven-
ture between the University of Zurich and the Jacobs Foundation. It is currently undergoing a ma-
jor expansion. From 2003 to 2015, Prof. Marlis Buchmann served as the Director and also estab-
lished COCON (COmpetence and CONtext), a nationally representative study of Swiss youth. The 

Jacobs Foundation and the University of Zurich began a considerable expansion of the JC in 2015 

with 70 million Swiss Francs committed over the next 20 years. 

 

This expansion is dedicated to transforming the JC to an interdisciplinary platform for youth re-

search. To this end, the Center has recently made three new hires: (1) economist Prof. Hannes 
Schwandt, who studies health economics, including the role of in utero conditions in life attain-

ments; (2) psychologist Prof. Lilly Shanahan, Chair of Clinical Developmental Psychology, who 

studies stress, developmental psychopathology, health, sex differences, and substance abuse; and (3) 
myself, Chair of the Sociology of Child and Youth Development and new director of the JC, who 

studies social context and gene expression. Additional searches in Economics and Psychology are 

underway. As the final professorships are filled, the Center’s budget provides for a research project 

that will be jointly designed and implemented by all professors. 

 

One core idea driving the Center’s activities is the collection of long-term longitudinal data that 
joins social, economic, psychological, and biological levels of analysis. Two existing projects are 

especially noteworthy. First, COCON studies youth development from a life course perspective, fo-

cusing on important developmental tasks such as school entry and the transition to secondary 

schooling. The study’s major aim is to provide empirical evidence of what promotes and what im-
pairs coping with early life course transitions. COCON includes three nationally representative co-

horts, surveyed since 2006, including a child cohort (6-years old at intake, last assessed at age 16; 

N=1273), a youth cohort (15-years old at intake, last assessed at age 21; N=1258), and a young 
adult cohort (21-years old at intake; N=584). To grasp young people’s family and school contexts, 

their primary caregiver and teacher were also surveyed. As part of the expansion of the Center, a 

new wave of data collection has been funded, extending the child cohort to age 18. 
 
Second, the Jacobs Center is also now home to the Zurich Project on Social Development from 

Childhood to Adulthood (z-proso), a prospective longitudinal study of the long-term development 
of violent, delinquent and other problem behaviors in the city of Zurich. The study is directed by 
Prof. Manuel Eisner of the Institute of Criminology at the University of Cambridge and co-directed 

by Dr. Denis Ribeaud at the JC.  (Continued on the next page) 
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NEWS FROM THE JACOBS CENTER FOR 

PRODUCTIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, 

CONTINUED 

 
The target sample consists of 1675 children who entered a public school in 2004 and is highly multi-
ethnic, with more than 50% of the primary caregivers born outside Switzerland in over 70 different 
countries. The first three years of the study also included a randomized experiment with two early 
prevention programs: the Triple P parenting program and the classroom-based PATHS social skills 
program. To date, seven main data collections have been completed with the children and their 

teacher, spanning ages 7 to 17. In addition, from ages 7 to 11 the study also comprised four stand-
ardized parent interviews conducted in ten different languages. The next interview wave is sched-

uled in 2018 at age 20, with plans to collect additional data, including an experience-sampling mod-

ule, hair samples, and gene expression. 

 

Overall, the expanded Center is becoming a hub for international and interdisciplinary activities 

that advance the study of child and youth development. We presently sponsor a seminar series on 
genetics and social sciences. This summer, we are co-sponsoring the Summer School on Longitudi-

nal and Life Course Research, and we have convened a workshop on gene expression data in Add 

Health. We also anticipate new training initiatives, a visiting scholars program, and an ongoing re-
search seminar featuring international scholars whose work enriches the Center’s research. Above 

all, the Center strives to embody the new science of youth, breaking barriers among disciplines to 

facilitate long-term research—made possible by our unique 20-year funding plan—that draws from 

the scientific toolkits of many areas of study. Importantly, the goal of the JC is ultimately practical: 
to improve the productive lives of young people through a mix of basic science and intervention.  

 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

CY Reception at 2016 ASA Meeting  
 
The 2016 Children and Youth Section 
Awards were presented at the Children and 
Youth Section’s reception during the ASA 
Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington, last 
August.  

 
Pictured are: Frank Edwards (Outstanding 
Graduate Student Paper Award co-winner), 
Jeylan Mortimer (Distinguished Career 
Award winner), and Lori Peek (Outstanding 
Scholarly Contribution Award co-winner). 
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NEWS FROM THE CY SECTION’S COMMIT-

TEE ON RESEARCH AND ETHICS  

By Ingrid E. Castro, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts  

 

The Committee on Research and Ethics for the Children and Youth Section was estab-
lished Summer 2015 by then-section chair Allison Pugh. This committee originated in a 

working group that included Allison Pugh, Melissa Swauger (inaugural committee chair), 
Ingrid E. Castro (founding committee member), and Brent Harger (founding committee 

member). The four members of the working group came together Spring 2015 to construct 
briefing papers on the status of researching children. In these short documents, we explored 

navigating ethical issues such as consent/assent, confidentiality and anonymity, power 
structures, and dissemination of data. These papers also made recommendations on guide-

lines for conducting ethical research with children and youth. Ultimately, these papers be-
came the foundation for and were distributed at the 2015 ASA Workshop Navigating IRB 

Approval for Studies of Vulnerable Populations: The Case of Children and Youth.   

 

The workshop was well attended, and break-out groups addressing a variety of issues sur-
rounding ethical research with children and youth were fruitful. After the session, Ingrid E. 

Castro proposed that the book series Sociological Studies of Children and Youth would be the 

best way to bring together the various ideas that emerged from the briefing papers and 
workshop. Fall 2015, the founding members of the new Committee on Research and Ethics 

put together a book proposal for Emerald Press. The proposal was accepted and the volume 
Researching Children and Youth: Methodological Issues, Strategies, and Innovations will be pub-

lished in February 2017. (See below and next page for details.) 

 

In next steps, the Committee on Research and Ethics for ASA’s Children and Youth Sec-
tion aims to put together a virtual library, where links for books and 

articles will be provided for access by the section’s members. A work 
very early in progress, we hope to supply our section’s members with 

a comprehensive reference list for use in future sociological research 
projects on children and youth. Please email any suggestions for pub-

lications to add to the virtual library at: researchingkids@gmail.com 
 
The forthcoming volume:  
Sociological Studies of Children and Youth, Volume 22: Researching Chil-

dren and Youth: Methodological Issues, Strategies, and Innovations. Edited by: 

Ingrid E. Castro, Melissa Swauger, and Brent Harger. Series Editor: Loret-
ta E. Bass.  
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NEW BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

Castro, Ingrid E., Melissa Swauger, and Brent Harger, eds. Sociological Studies of Children and 

Youth, Volume 22: Researching Children and Youth: Methodological Issues, Strategies, and Innovations.   
 

Table of Contents:  
1. Melissa Swauger, Ingrid E. Castro, and Brent Harger 
Introduction. The Continued Importance of Research with Children and Youth: The “New” Sociology of Childhood 40 

Years Later 

 

Section I: Methodological Issues: Ethics, Locations, and Roles 
2. Brent Harger and Melissa Quintela   
The IRB as Gatekeeper: Effects on Research with Children and Youth 

3. Vanessa R. Panfil, Jody Miller, and Maren Greathouse  
Utilizing Youth Advocates and Community Agencies in Research with LGBTQ Young People: Ethical and Practical 

Considerations 

4. Anne Scheer 
Maneuvering the Stormy Waters of School-based Ethnography: Reflections from the Field 

5. Heidi M. Gansen 
Researcher Positionality in Participant Observation with Preschool Age Children: Challenges and Strategies for Estab-

lishing Rapport with Teachers and Children Simultaneously 

6. Melanie Jones Gast   
Researcher as College Coach: Dilemmas and Possibilities in Fieldwork with Adolescents 

 

Section II: Methodological Strategies: Theory, Agency, and Voice 
7. Jessica Clark and Sarah Richards  
The Cherished Conceits of Research with Children: Does Seeking the Agentic Voice of the Child through Participatory 

Methods Deliver What It Promises? 

8. Ingrid E. Castro  
Contextualizing Agency in High-Structure Environments: Children’s Participation in Parent Interviews 

9. Sally McNamee and Sam Frankel  
Subverting the Research Encounter: Context, Structure, and Agency in the Creative Analysis of Research Data 

10. Kristin Turney, Britni L. Adams, Emma Conner, Rebecca Goodsell, and Janet Muñiz 
Challenges and Opportunities for Conducting Research on Children with Incarcerated Fathers 
11. Ana Campos-Holland  
Sharpening Theory and Methodology to Explore Racialized Youth Peer Cultures  
 

Section III: Methodological Innovations: Visuals, Media, and Technology 
12. Henry Zonio  
“Is That a Mom and Dad Church?” Children’s Constructions of Meaning through Focus Group Interviews 

13. Tricia McTague, Carissa Froyum, and Barbara J. Risman   
Learning About Inequality from Kids: Interviewing Strategies for Getting Beneath Equality Rhetoric 

14. Margaret Ann Hagerman  
“The Celebrity Thing”: Using Photographs of Celebrities in Child-Centered, Ethnographic Interviews with White Kids 

about Race 

15. Alecea Standlee   
Digital Ethnography and Youth Culture: Methodological Techniques and Ethical Dilemmas 

16. Ana Nunes de Almeida, Diana Carvalho, and Ana Delicado  
Accessing Children’s Digital Practices at Home through Visual Methods: Innovations and Challenges 

17. Gary Alan Fine  
Afterword. My Kids: Fair Warnings and Brazen Methods 



  

NEW BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

McCabe, Janice M. 2016. Connecting in College: How Friend-

ship Networks Matter for Academic and Social Success. Chicago: 

University of  Chicago Press. http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/
books/book/chicago/C/bo24731955.html 

 
We all know that good study habits, supportive parents, and en-

gaged instructors are all keys to getting good grades in college. But 

as Janice M. McCabe shows in this illuminating study, there is 
one crucial factor determining a student’s academic success that 

most of us tend to overlook: who they hang out with. Surveying a 
range of different kinds of college friendships, Connecting in College 

details the fascinatingly complex ways students’ social and aca-
demic lives intertwine and how students attempt to balance the two in their pursuit of 

straight As, good times, or both. 

 

 As McCabe and the students she talks to show, the friendships we forge in college are 
deeply meaningful, more meaningful than we often give them credit for. They can also vary 

widely. Some students have only one tight-knit 
group, others move between several, and still others 

seem to meet someone new every day. Some students 
separate their social and academic lives, while others 

rely on friendships to help them do better in their 
coursework. McCabe explores how these dynamics 

lead to different outcomes and how they both influ-
ence and are influenced by larger factors such as so-

cial and racial inequality. She then looks toward the 
future and how college friendships affect early adult-

hood, ultimately drawing her findings into a set of 
concrete solutions to improve student experiences 

and better guarantee success in college and beyond. 

 

Go to www.press.uchicago.edu/directmail and use 
keycode PRMCCABE16 to apply a 20% discount.  
 

 

Janice McCabe 
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NEW BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

Marx, Gary T. 2016. Windows into the Soul: Surveil-

lance and Society in an Age of  High Technology. Chi-

cago: University of  Chicago Press.  
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/
book/chicago/W/bo22228665.html 

 
In Windows into the Soul, Gary T. Marx argues that sur-

veillance itself is neither good nor bad, but that con-
text and comportment make it so. Marx sums up a 

lifetime of work on issues of surveillance and social 
control by disentangling and parsing the empirical 

richness of watching and being watched. Using fiction-
al narratives as well as the findings of social science, 

Marx draws on decades of studies of covert policing, 
computer profiling, location and work monitoring, 

drug testing, caller identification, and much more, 
Marx gives us a conceptual language to understand 

the new realities and his work clearly emphasizes the 

paradoxes, trade-offs, and confusion enveloping the 
field. Windows into the Soul shows how surveillance can 

penetrate our social and personal lives in profound, and sometimes harrowing, ways. Ulti-
mately, Marx argues, recognizing complexity and asking the right questions is essential to 

bringing light and accountability to the darker, more iniquitous corners of our emerging 
surveillance society. 

 
Additional material for Windows into the Soul can be found at  

http://press.uchicago.edu/sites/marx/index.html 
 

For further information, please visit www.garymarx.net  
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NEW PUBLICATIONS BY MEMBERS 

Theobald, Maryanne. 2016. “Achieving Competence: The Interac-
tional Features of Children's Storytelling.” Childhood 23(1):87-104.  

Abstract: Early years researchers interested in storytelling have largely 

focused on the development of children’s language and social skills 
within constructed story sessions. Less focus has been given to the in-

teractional aspects of storytelling in children’s everyday conversation 
and how the members themselves, the storytellers and story recipients, 

manage storytelling. An interactional view, using ethnomethodologi-
cal and conversation analytic approaches, offers the opportunity to 

study children’s narratives in terms of ‘members work’. Detailed examination of a video-
recorded interaction among a group of children in a preparatory year playground shows 

how the children managed interactions within conversational storytelling. Analyses high-
light the ways in which children worked at gaining a turn and made a story tellable within a 

round of second stories. Investigating children’s competence-in-action ‘from within’, the 
findings from this research show how children invoke and accomplish competence through 

their interactions. 
 

Other new publications by Maryanne Theobald:  
 

Theobald, Maryanne and Susan Danby. 2016. “Co-producing Cultural Knowledge: Chil-
dren Telling Tales in the School Playground.” Pp. 111-125 in Children’s Knowledge-in-

Interaction: Studies in Conversation Analysis, edited by Amanda Bateman and Amelia Church. 

Singapore: Springer.  
 

Theobald, Maryanne (Ed.). 2017. Friendship and Peer Culture in 

Multilingual Settings. Sociological Studies of Children and Youth, 

Volume, 21. London: Emerald Group Publishing.   

 
Theobald, Maryanne, Amanda Bateman, Gillian Busch, Megan 

Laraghy and Susan J. Danby. 2017. “’I’m Your Best Friend’”: 
Peer Interaction and Friendship in a Multilingual Preschool. Pp. 

173-197 in Friendship and Peer Culture in Multilingual Set-

tings. Sociological Studies of Children and Youth, Volume 21, ed-

ited by Maryanne Theobald. London: Emerald Group Publish-

ing. Series Editor: Loretta E. Bass. 

Maryanne Theobald  
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MEET THE SCHOLAR: HYEYOUNG KWON 

Hyeyoung Kwon is a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for Research on 

Race and Ethnicity in Society and a Visiting Assistant Professor in the De-
partment of Sociology at Indiana University. Her research areas include 
race, migration, and social inequalities. She is currently working on a book 
titled Translating Race, Class, and Immigrant Lives: The Language Brokering 

Work of Bilingual Youth, which examines the experiences of Mexican- and 

Korean-Americans who grew up translating for their non-English speaking 

parents and explores how migration and racialization processes impact the 
lives of working-class immigrant families. She holds a Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Southern California. Her works have been published in Social Prob-

lems, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, and Childhood. 

 

Ann Beutel (CY Publications Committee Member) asked Max the following questions:   

 

Ann: How did you first become interested in studying children in immigrant families?  
 

Hyeyoung: My inspiration for studying the lives of children in immigrant families developed from 
my own personal experiences. Growing up, I shouldered significant responsibilities of helping my 

Korean monolingual, working-class parents navigate institutions and social inequality by serving as 

their “language broker.” My parents relied on my bilingual skills when speaking with doctors, 
teachers, social workers, landlords, and other English-speaking adults. From this, I wanted to use 

my personal experiences as a starting point to examine how migration impacts the daily lives of 

children in immigrant families and how race, class, and gender shape the types of work that these 

children perform for their families and within the larger society.  
 

Ann: Can you tell us a little about your current book manuscript, Translating Race, Class, and Immi-

grant Lives: The Language Brokering Work of Bilingual Youth?  

 

Hyeyoung: Drawing from in-depth interviews and ethnography, Translating Class, Race, and Immi-

grant Lives takes readers into the daily lives of  Mexican- and Korean-American “language brokers” 

who use their bilingual knowledge to navigate English-speaking institutions on behalf  of  their par-
ents. Today, nearly a quarter of  U.S. children have at least one immigrant parent, and nearly two-
thirds of  these children’s parents have difficulty speaking English. Among children with a parent 
from Korea or Mexico, a respective 76 and 81 percent of  such children have a parent with limited 
English proficiency. Although many children grow up mediating a variety of  interactions and serve 
as liaisons of  communication, their brokering work remains understudied and undertheorized in the 
field of  sociology. Addressing this gap, my book traces racialized and classed encounters, ranging 
from interactions with landlords to life-threatening situations involving health care access and police 

protection. I find that translating encapsulates far more than verbal exchanges. For working-class 
immigrant youth, whose lives are marginalized by multiple forms of  inequality, translating means 

using a simultaneously elevated and subordinated status as a bilingual speaker to challenge the im-
posed categories of class, race, and gender in an effort to ensure family survival.  (Continued) 

Hyeyoung Kwon 
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MEET THE SCHOLAR, CONTINUED 

It is also about creatively blurring the boundary between “adulthood” and “childhood” in an at-

tempt to present their working-class, non-English speaking parents—who are often stereotyped as 
inassimilable and undeserving free-riders of social welfare systems—as “normal” Americans deserv-
ing of full citizenship rights. Based on my findings, I move beyond the long standing assimilation 
paradigm, which overlooks children’s agency and the impact of everyday interactions in reproduc-
ing social inequality. Instead, I synthesize the theories of intersectionality, symbolic interactionism, 
and sociology of childhood, demonstrating how marginalized immigrant youth enact and contest 

normative understandings of “Americanness” in everyday life. In a socio-historical moment where 
immigrants of color are depicted as threats to the economic stability of “true” Americans, my book 
will offer a much needed critique of American culture, exposing the contradictions between the ide-

al of equality and the actual practices of race, class, and language-based exclusion.  

 

Ann: What advice do you have for others who are interested in studying children in immigrant fam-

ilies?  
 

Hyeyoung: I have three pieces of advice. First, I suggest extending the analysis beyond the domi-
nant theory of assimilation. Scholars studying immigrant children largely focus on how they assimi-

late into the U.S. mainstream and become “American.” But while this is an important sociological 

question, assimilation theory overlooks the way in which children, as active social agents, resist so-

cial inequality daily and how these children’s actions reproduce and challenge existing social hierar-
chies. In other words, scholars should ask different research questions and develop new theories to 

highlight the precarious status of many immigrant youths in a so-called nation of immigrants. For 

working-class immigrant youth, whose lives are marginalized by multiple forms of inequality, trans-
lating means using a simultaneously elevated and subordinated status as a bilingual speaker to chal-

lenge the imposed categories of class, race, and gender in an effort to ensure family survival. 

 

Second, although sociologists of childhood such as William Corsaro, Berry Thorne, and Allison 
Pugh, among others, have argued that children are not passive recipients of adult values, immigrant 

scholarship tends to take an adult-centric view and undermine the critical role children and young 
people play in changing the harsh realities in their own households and the broader society. Alt-
hough parents influence their children’s lives significantly, children and youths also shoulder im-

portant responsibilities and often change the intergenerational dynamics of their families. This is 
especially true of children of immigrants, who often learn English faster than their parents and navi-
gate multiple inequalities in the name of “family.” Accordingly, I encourage scholars of immigrant 
children to focus on those children’s work, with particular attention to how their struggles are inter-
connected with multiple social inequalities. 

 
Finally, I suggest that scholars take competing dominant ideologies seriously and move away from 
essentializing ethnic culture. As cultural sociologists remind us, there are many forms of cultures in 

the U.S. For example, there are multiple youth cultures, which vary greatly by social class, gender, 
and race. Likewise, immigrant youths do not draw on a singular and static “ethnic culture”; rather, 
they use multiple and competing cultural scripts to make sense of their lives. In short, (continued) 
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MEET THE SCHOLAR, CONTINUED 

there are many theoretical lenses scholars studying children of immigrants can use to develop inno-

vative questions; sociology of childhood, intersectionality, social and cultural citizenship, emotion 
work, and symbolic interactionalism are important theories that I’ve found useful in analyzing the 
struggles that children of immigrants endure in their daily lives and highlighting these children’s 
agency. Children of immigrants, like any children, are resilient; they respond to exclusion every 
day, resist social inequalities in creative ways, and contest the dominant meaning of “American.” 
We need new theories, creative methods, and empirical findings to document this process. 

 

Ann: What has your experience as a postdoctoral fellow been like? What advice do you have for 
Children and Youth (CY) section graduate students who are interested in postdoctoral fellowships?  

 

Hyeyoung: A postdoctoral fellowship is a great way to start a career in academia, especially if you 
need time to revise your dissertation project into a monograph. The postdoc at Indiana University’s 

Center for Research in Race and Ethnicity in Society (CRRES) and sociology department gave me 
the opportunity to connect with colleagues both inside and outside the university who were con-

ducting innovative research on inequality and social justice; it also provided me with the time to de-

velop my book manuscript further.  
 

I’d give this advice to graduate students interested in postdoctoral fellowships. First, identify your 

fellowship opportunities early in your graduate career. Next, foster relationships with potential post-

doctoral mentors who can provide information about their programs. Some postdoctoral fellow-
ships explicitly ask applicants to identify sponsors, so it’s important to connect with people who are 

affiliated with the programs. Third, give yourself ample time to develop your proposals; postdoctor-

al fellowship applications often look different from tenure-track position applications. And as with 
any good writing intended to convince the readers—in this case the fellowship committee—it takes 

time. Starting on the application materials early also lets you solicit feedback from colleagues and 

mentors. As we all know, nobody writes alone, and it’s critical for all of us to a foster supportive in-

tellectual community and develop relationships with colleagues who can provide honest and critical 
feedback on our postdoctoral applications (and any other writings). It’s a lot of work, but the payoff 
is invaluable. 

 
Ann: What projects are you looking forward to working on in the future?  

 
Hyeyoung: In addition to my book, I am looking forward to developing articles that will examine 

how race, class, and gender intersect when shaping the emotion work performed by Mexican- and 
Korean-American language brokers. The goal is to highlight how the cultural image of the “good” 
immigrant reverberates in the family lives of working-class young people. I am also looking forward 

to co-authoring an article with Michela Musto and proposing a new methodological strategy to ena-
ble scholars to reveal the impact of unmarked categories such as whiteness and masculinity when 

conducting interviews with children. Finally, my next big project will examine the connection be-
tween micro interactions to larger economic forces of globalization through a multi-sited ethno-

graphic study of transnational families.  
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The next issue of the Sociology of Children & Youth Newsletter   

is scheduled for Spring 2017.  

 
Please send submissions to Sara Gill at 
 saraanng@rams.colostate.edu 

 

You can also find us on the Web at our site:  

http://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/ 

 
If you are on Twitter, follow our  

ASA Children & Youth Twitter account. 

 

And lastly join our Facebook group,  

“ASA Section on Children and Youth.”  
 

Thank you for reading this edition of  
our newsletter! 

 

Sincerely, The Publication Committee 

Ann Beutel (Chair) 

University of Oklahoma 

Nicholas Adams 

University of New Hampshire 

Sara Gill 

Colorado State University 


