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It is an understatement to say that Fall 2020 finds the United

States in a remarkable historical moment. The Covid-19

pandemic that begin in early spring has radically

transformed professional and personal lives and continues

to reshuffle the national economy – and our positions in it –

in ways that we cannot yet fully perceive. Social movements

swept across the nation in late spring and early summer to

seemingly forge a new consciousness among White

Americans about the intolerable costs of racial privilege,

structural racism, and police brutality for people of color

and to catalyze new voices and alliances to achieve

meaningful criminal justice reform. In late summer and early 

fall, uncontrolled wildfires in the West and hurricanes and tropical storms in the Southeast brought

climate change to the threshold of our daily lives. Throughout, the political discourse around our

collective health and safety has been eroded by falsehood, accusation, and misdirection. Critical

listeners hear racism and misogyny percolating through the language of executive orders and

legislative debate in statehouses and the nation’s capital.

With this backdrop, we arrive almost at the eve of the 2020 national election. The presidential race

has occupied most of the headlines this year, but the lasting consequence of Congressional, state,

and local races for legislative and elected judicial appointments has perhaps never been more

apparent. 

This issue of our newsletter highlights what lies in the balance for children and youth in this election

and considers how young people are experiencing civic and political engagement. Jamie Carroll’s

essay describes how schools shape adolescents’ sense of their relationships to power in ways that

influence voting behavior in midlife. Lilla Pivnick asked educators to describe how they discuss and

enact civic engagement and political awareness in the classroom from elementary school through

high school. Casey Stockstill asked members of the Children and Youth Twitterverse to share the

concerns that are keeping them up at night and the policies they recommend to support and

improve young people’s well-being. And we have an essay on what the likely population

undercount in the 2020 Census will mean for children. 



We also share here good news about our

members’ recent accomplishments and

invite you to participate in section activities

and leadership. Also, please consider

nominating a colleague or yourself for a

section award! This year’s awards will

recognize section members’ service to the

field and scholarly achievement.

My deepest thanks to Anna Mueller and

Lilla Pivnick for their outstanding editorial

and design work to produce this issue,

which celebrates the value of a rigorous

and clearly communicated sociological

science to advance the well-being of

children and youth. We are now seeking a
newsletter editor for a two-year
appointment to continue this important
work. Please reach out to me if you would

like to learn more about this role:

pfomby@umich.edu. 

Please also feel free to get in touch about

your accomplishments, upcoming events,

or other activities you would like to share

with the section membership via Facebook

and Twitter (@asayouth) or our monthly

listserv announcements. I will look forward

to hearing from you!

Best wishes,

 

Paula Fomby

Children & Youth
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Chair-Elect (3-year appointment; Chair-Elect, Chair, Past-Chair)

Secretary/Treasurer (3-year appointment)

2 Council Members (2-year appointment)

Student Representative (2-year appointment)

The Nominations Committee is now seeking nominations for the following positions. Please email

Ranita Ray (nominations committee chair)  at ranita.ray@unlv.edu by October 31st  if you would like

to learn more or nominate a colleague or yourself for one or more of these positions. 

Distinguished Career in Service Award

Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award

Outstanding Scholarly Contribution Award for an article or book chapter

The call for nominations for section awards is now posted here. These awards will be made during

the 2021 ASA Annual Meeting. Please consider nominating yourself or a colleague! Find contact

information on the nominations call page.

The section is seeking a newsletter editor for a two-year appointment to the Children and Youth

Publications Committee. The newsletter is published three times a year, and the editor serves as an

ex-officio member of Section Council. Typically, council and section members assist the editor with

content development and production. This is a terrific professional development opportunity and a

great way to raise the visibility of the section and its members. See recent issues at the section web

site. Contact Paula Fomby, pfomby@umich.edu to learn more.

Section Announcements
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The Section on Children and Youth will host three open paper sessions and a roundtable session at

the 2021 Annual Meeting. Look for these sessions in the forthcoming Call for Papers, and please

consider submitting your work!

Call for Council Nominations

Call for Award Nominations

Newsletter Editor Wanted

2021 Annual Meeting Call for Papers

https://www.asanet.org/asa-communities/sections/sites/children-and-youth/children-and-youth-award-nomination-calls
https://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/newsletters.html
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Empowering Youth
to Speak to Those

in Power
Jamie Carroll

As we approach the 2020 election, voter turnout is on the top of everyone’s minds.

Who turns out to vote and whose votes are counted will determine which

candidates win across the country and who will be our next president. Fundamental

to democracy, voting is an opportunity to voice opinions to those in positions of

power. However, social scientists have long noted inequality in representation;

white, older, and college-educated Americans are disproportionately represented in

the electorate. Recognizing the role of social institutions in sustaining a democracy

that is not representative of the diversity of our country is essential to place

individual choices to (not) vote into context. Below, I discuss how social institutions

shape voting, with a particular focus on schools. Then, I make recommendations for

education policy to decrease inequality in voting. 

Voting is a way for people to hold political officials accountable to their own hopes,

opinions, and demands. Yet, whether people feel that they have this power stems

from their social position. Indeed, Bourdieu noted that lower status individuals are

less willing to voice a political opinion on surveys, reflecting the link between

people’s place in society and the power of their voice in politics. In particular,

interactions with social institutions socialize individuals into perceptions of the

power of their voice in the political realm (Bruch, Ferree, and Soss 2010; Mettler and

Rossiter 2005; Soss 2002). For example, engagement with welfare programs can

help or hurt civic engagement depending on the organizational structure. Programs

that allow for autonomy and treat people with dignity and respect, like the G.I. Bill,

support civic engagement (Mettler and Rossiter 2005), whereas programs that are

more paternalistic and controlling, like Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

(TANF), disengage individuals from politics (Bruch et al. 2010). Similarly, individuals

who have had contact with the criminal justice system have lower political

engagement (Brayne 2014; Lerman and Weaver 2014), whereas individuals who

have been successful in educational institutions, who participate in voluntary

associations, or who have high status jobs are more likely to be politically engaged

(Nie, Junn, and Stehlik-Barry 1996; Verba et al. 1995). Differences in how individuals

are treated within these institutions—whether they empower individuals to use their

voice or disempower them to stay silent—no doubt play a role in these associations. 

Fall 2020

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0003122410363563?casa_token=DjpSXtZ2H1UAAAAA%3Ad6Hzrlm-sX6cEKN-F1sidpWC2cPBVGxubQjCkZVQzmYyttaw3sBGzSi9nc1XriUSOvNpPQiUCvRb2A
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/522404
https://www.press.umich.edu/16475/unwanted_claims
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/522404
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0003122410363563?casa_token=DjpSXtZ2H1UAAAAA%3Ad6Hzrlm-sX6cEKN-F1sidpWC2cPBVGxubQjCkZVQzmYyttaw3sBGzSi9nc1XriUSOvNpPQiUCvRb2A
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0003122414530398
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/A/bo18008991.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/E/bo3683564.html
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674942936


To gain a better understanding of how social

institutions socialize individuals into their

relationships with power across their lives, I

examined how status distinctions during

adolescence contribute to long-term voting

patterns in my dissertation. Adolescence is a

critical period for the development of one’s

identity during the transition to adulthood. As

adolescents gain more independence from

their families in their late teens, they search for

more autonomy and relationships

characterized by shared value and power

(Eccles et al. 1993; Eccles and Roeser 2011;

McAdams and Olson 2010). Although they

enter high school with different aspirations,

skills, attitudes, and feelings of autonomy,

students continue to form ideas about the

importance of their voice in relation to signals

they receive from authority figures and peers

within their school. Their position within the

school hierarchy can reinforce their

perceptions of the importance of their voice

(Bourdieu and Passeron 1977; Bruch and Soss

2016; Jæger and Breen 2016; Janmaat,

Mostafa, and Hoskins 2014; Levinson 2012).

Interactions with authority figures inside

schools teach adolescents where they belong

on the spectrum of power relations: from

disengaged, passive, and powerless to

autonomous, active, and empowered

(Levinson 2012).  I find that differences in

adolescents’ experiences with authority

figures in high school contribute to inequality

in voting in midlife.

I investigate three types of high school status

distinctions that either empower students by

giving them autonomy and chances to use

their voice and be heard or disempower

students by reinforcing their lower-ranked

position and silencing them.

Students who hold leadership positions in

extracurricular activities have the opportunity

to direct and guide the activities of other

students. In advanced courses, students are

more active participants in their learning

experiences, weakening the top-down

relationship between teacher and students

and emphasizing students’ own autonomy.

School discipline operates in the opposite

direction, emphasizing students’ subordinate

role to teachers and quieting their voices.

Figures below display gaps in midlife voting in

recent primary, presidential, and midterm

elections by these high school experiences. 
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https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1997-36747-034
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118133880.hop206013
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.psych.093008.100507?casa_token=W_newvYrB6cAAAAA:A_TpWyDKE-7M8FcIYH4bkqxRMIBLrxmu4RvpOYn9K8ssFRORn9DZJGaGufHq4oVA46CdoR0ICILGCg
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/reproduction-in-education-society-and-culture/book203162
https://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/learning-where-we-stand-how-school-experiences-matter-for-civic-marginalization-and-political-inequality/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/684012?casa_token=fWdJiRsF46kAAAAA%3ARuj8aAQgh183zklug9IPKip5gMKzGaf5dFVPHXStTP1CTrX1dojWMcYFRyKbhKRhR_NSg8eXRMfD
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0140197114000475
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674284241
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674284241


These adolescent status distinctions shape students’ pathways into adulthood and their social

positions, including their educational attainment and early voting. However, my findings suggest

that status distinctions during adolescence are critical in political socialization and voter turnout

later in life, even when taking prior and later status positions into account.

Given that adolescence is a critical period for the development of one’s political engagement,

policy aiming to increase voter turnout may need to start early in the life course and tackle school

stratification. There are currently movements across the country to improve civics education in a

way that could empower all students as they progress through adolescence. Although some states

have focused on ensuring students graduate high school with basic knowledge in civics—by

requiring them to take the citizenship test or a similar fact-based exam before graduation—others

have emphasized the need for participatory civics education. Initiatives in Massachusetts and

Texas in recent legislative sessions have pushed for civics projects, which require middle and high

school students to pick an issue affecting their community, research potential policy solutions to

the issue, and reach out to the correct level of government to propose and advocate for the policy.

These types of civics projects not only walk students through the process of using government to

solve issues in their community, but also teach adolescents that their voices do matter. Students

who participate in these projects are often shocked at local officials’ willingness to listen to them,

which is a sign of a greater problem within schools.

To truly attack inequality of voice, we must critically engage with how students are treated in

schools. One view of education takes students as empty receptors of knowledge that need to

regurgitate a set of facts that their teachers, their principal, their school district, and their state deem

as important knowledge and skills to have as they progress to adulthood. Another view of

education, stresses that it is essential for students to be active participants in their own learning and

to connect their lived experiences outside of the classroom to their education. It is this kind of

education that is necessary for students to use their voice to speak to those in power and make sure

their voices are heard. Supporting school systems that ensure more equitable distribution of power

among a diverse set of students may require an overhaul of the education system and what we think

of as schooling. Unfortunately, the individuals who vote, who run for office, and who are active in

politics are overwhelmingly people who excelled within the current education system. The

motivation to change educational institutions may lie in those who have been failed by them and

who are rarely at the table. Increasing access to higher education and diversity within bachelor’s

degree recipients may eventually mean that more diverse voices and opinions about education are

included in these debates. Until then, the hierarchies embedded within schools will continue to

produce power relations that limit the political participation of some, and empower others. 
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Jamie M. Carroll holds a Ph.D. in Sociology and is the Associate

Project Director for the National Study of Learning Mindsets

(NSLM) at the Population Research Center at the University of

Texas at Austin. Her work investigates the ways in which

institutions stratify individual outcomes across the life course by

empowering some and disengaging others. She examines how

educational institutions can reproduce and disrupt inequalities in

health and civic participation. 



Canada here, so some

issues are different than in

the U.S. But, I’d make

bullying a public health

issue rather than an

education issue that’s

handled differently across

provinces. In fact, I’d

argue that the US has

done a much better job

on this than Canada.

Reform public

school funding.

@AndreaGC_soc@melis_day

To end discriminatory

zoning and funding

practices.

More free community

pediatric healthcare

clinics.

Free universal child

care after 1 year of

paid parental leave.

@inikawilliams @futuredrhillary @smollborn

So much in children & youth's worlds needs fixing right now. If you could
wave a magic wand and implement one policy to help youth, what would

you do?

Remove police from

schools as one step in

dismantling the carceral

continuum (citation here

for the incredible work of

@CarlaShedd and the

powerful organizing of

young people in the

@BlackOrgProject,

@DignityinSchool,

@Mvmnt4BlkLives and

many more)

Pass The Real Education

for Healthy Youth Act.

The act includes a

provision that “no Federal

funds be used for health

education programs that

are insensitive and

unresponsive to the

needs of lesbian, gay,

bisexual, or transgender

youth."

@QueeringEDU@jessicaktaft

Path to citizenship for all 11

million undocu immigrants

and many in semilegal

statuses!

Universal Basic

Income. Helps the

children now and

later.

@Emanci_Payte

Into the TwitterVerse
Casey Stockstill asked the Twitter community these

questions about children and youth

Teen Magazine
SassyPage 33 Children & Youth
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When you think about children and youth during the pandemic, what
keeps you up at night?

There are so many things to worry about

it's hard to pick a "most." Today, I'm

concerned about how the pandemic is

driving families out of public schools and,

in doing so, undermining the public

education system on which so many

children and youth rely.

Having to home school 3 kids 

under 7 and be TT faculty. :/

What keeps me up at night is children

going through emotional/physical trauma

during the pandemic. Things like material

hardship, abuse/neglect, social isolation,

having a loved one get seriously ill or die.

These are not borne equally & I worry

about the impact on mental health.

What keeps me up at night is childhood

interrupted. Kids w/o good access to

schooling, lost in the shift to online

instruction, shunted aside by busy

parents just trying to do their jobs. Will this

be our version of a Lost Generation? How

can we help them emerge from this?

The legacy we are leaving of stripped

social safety nets, environmental damage,

lack of livable wage, no health benefits. It's

going to be harder and harder to launch,

and practice good health. These things

are bad for mental health.

There are so many things to worry about, I

can't even keep track. A big one is

children who aren't getting the special

education services they need, for many

months in some cases.

@JessicaCalarco

@Jflo1268

@GarrettPace1 @allison_pugh

@melaniesage

@JenDobbsOates

Join the conversation by following us 
on Twitter @asayouth.

Fall 2020
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My greatest emphasis in teaching civics is empathy. We talk a lot about structures of government,

but while we do that, I pose questions like "so how would you feel if..." or "who might benefit or be

disadvantaged?" A major focus for us is empowering female voices, so teaching our girls how to

express their opinions and substantiate them are key elements to our classes. I'm insistent on

finding them new modes to communicate as well as strengthen their oral and written

communication skills to help them participate in any number of civic circles.

-Rachel Mattson, 8th grade U.S. History and Government

TEACHING
GOVERNMENT AND

CIVICS IN K-12

LILLA  PIVNICK  ASKED  TEACHERS  ABOUT  THE  WAYS  THEY  TALK

AND  TEACH  ABOUT  GOVERNMENT  AND  CIVICS  IN  K-12  SCHOOLS

This week we focused on studying the lyrics of “Good Job” by Alicia Keys. It’s a COVID-19 anthem.

Via this discussion, we branched into related topics, depending on grade level. The lesson was

purposed to explain that during this moment of civil unrest, music and the concept of essential

workers (and the nation as a whole) coming together to do the work and heal one another is key. 

 Although we don’t focus too much (at least in music) on political participation, I often try to explain

the historical and cultural context of the music we’re studying. 

Anonymous, PK-6 General Music
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What do you emphasize when you talk about civics with your students?

Fall 2020
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I have a responsibility to speak truthfully of the world.

To do this, I uplift the contextual aspects of the music I

find myself teaching. For example, as we listen to the

Staple Singers classic "Respect Yourself" we are

intentionally addressing the lyrics and what they mean,

how this song exists in the pantheon of protest music,

and the socioeconomic climate of the late 1960s. I

believe that by framing a course subject with the

objective truths of the world around it helps build more

reflective students who think beyond what is

immediately presented to them. I want to support them

in deciphering meaning from their observations of the

world, forging an ideological identity, and making

informed civic decisions that set their future. 

Victor Sawyer, Instrumental Music, Grades 5-10

As an American History teacher with a particular

interest in Presidential History, I tend to focus a good

bit of attention on elections. As such I enjoy discussing

not only the elections, but also the primaries and even

occasionally on mid-term Congressional elections. Of

course, I hone in on elections where a single bad

debate performance or bad campaign strategy lost an

election. However, I also bring attention to the close

elections where the people's vote really mattered. Also,

discuss the electoral college and the role that it has

continued to play and how it came into being during

the Constitutional Convention (another of my favorite

periods in history). I hope to present the importance of

activism through non-biased discussions of history.

Unlike many teachers, I do not shy away from giving

my opinion on issues. If they ask. I am there to help

them think, not to tell them what to think. 

Mike Stephenson, AP U.S. History

What do you emphasize when you talk 
about civics with your students?

Fall 2020
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take the lead on voter registration drives for my school

participate in local campaigns or write a paper on the candidate of their choice.

research and take a position on a referendum or a bill

create a state bill about an issue they are passionate about and push it through.  

hear guest speakers such as elected officials and lawyers that come speak to our class 

sign up to work for the local election commission. This is an excused absence and it does not

count against them

It has always been my goal to inform students about the political process and our government

framework and to educate students on current policies and events, so they can hold elected officials

accountable and not become a victim of our system. At the 12th grade level, I am teaching young

adults who are given the opportunity to experience the system and the political process. There are

several opportunities for students to be engaged, but this also depends on the election cycle,

relevant issues, and concerns. For example, students 

As an educator I encourage civic engagement and social responsibility. Students need to know their

rights and become familiar with the legal system. They must know how the system works and their

role in it. I try to keep learning authentic and relevant. I also keep the discussion fresh with current

issues such as now with systemic racism protests throughout the country and around the world.

 

My former students are running for offices, managing campaigns, grassroots activists here, in other

states, and in other countries so I believe most of them are involved in politics to some degree. I

hope that they are at least exercising their right to vote. 

Erika Sugarmon, U.S. Government, 12th grade

In my 1st and 2nd grade class, we emphasize the

importance of individual voices as well as collective

action. We discuss the Civil Rights Movement, the

Labor Movement, and the Women's Rights

movement to reinforce to children that we did not

always have the same rights we do now. We often

take polls in deciding next activities, allowing them

to participate in democracy within their classroom,

even if it is through a computer. 6-8 year olds know

much more than we give them credit for, and they

will share their opinions on our past, the current

state of the country, and our current president. We

will be holding a mock presidential election in

November on Election Day.  

Haley Greenwell, 1st and 2nd grade

What do you emphasize when you talk about civics with your students?

Fall 2020
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The 2020 US Census is at risk of a

historic undercount that would be

especially pronounced and

impactful for children. 

Any undercount matters a lot for children. The

Constitutional purpose of the decennial

census is to provide an accurate count of the

number of people living in each state to

determine the apportionment of seats in the

US House of Representatives. But the 2020

Census count will also inform the annual

allocation of over $800 billion in federal funds

to states through over 300 programs

(excluding Medicare), many of which are

designed to improve the lives of children.

These include support for children’s health

insurance, nutrition benefits, special

education, low-income housing, early

childhood education, school breakfast and

lunch programs, foster care, adoption

assistance, and child care. 

When children are undercounted, states lose

out on these allocations. The 2010 Census

undercount, for example, contributed to 36

states collectively missing out on more than

$500 million in funds from the Department of

Health and Human Services for children’s

health and care in 2015.

Fall 2020

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2181/f/downloads/GWIPP%20Reamer%20Fiscal%20Impacts%20of%20Census%20Undercount%20on%20FMAP-based%20Programs%2003-19-18.pdf
https://nam.edu/counting-children-in-the-u-s-2020-census-assure-our-future-is-represented/
https://countallkids.org/money-lost-from-young-child-undercount/


Further, states and local areas use census

counts and reported age distributions to

plan for neighborhood development,

transportation, school construction, and

health care infrastructure. Thus, when

households, or members of households, are

excluded from population counts, states

forfeit federal support and potentially

underestimate growing local demand for

services and resources for the ensuing

decade. 

The undercount of children in the US Census

is a persistent problem. The Census Bureau

estimates that about 1 million children under

age 5 (4.6%) were excluded from the official

count in 2010, the largest undercount in any

age group. Children are at risk of being

excluded from the population count for two

broad reasons. First, they may be omitted

from household rosters even when they

reside in a household that responds to the

Census. Children living in joint custody

arrangements or in extended or multifamily

households may be overlooked if the

responding householder does not consider a

child to be in residence “most of the time,” as

the Census form specifies.

Second, children disproportionately reside in

households that have relatively low rates of

self-response and are hard for Census

enumerators to reach. These include families

that are poor or near-poor, single-parent

families, families who move frequently, and

households headed by a foreign-born adult. 
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Children whose co-resident parents identify

as members of a racial or ethnic minority are

also underrepresented in Census counts.

To address this longstanding and

consequential concern, the Census Bureau

invested substantial effort in the last decade

to identify sources of the child undercount

and to develop targeted strategies to

address it. The payoff to these initiatives,

however, may be undermined by the

extraordinary circumstances that have beset

the 2020 Census. Many of the hindrances to

a smooth operation are likely to impact

households with children. 

Some of these impediments arose even

before the Census was launched. Compared

to prior cycles, the lead-up years to the 2020

Census were substantially underbudgeted,

meaning that there was limited opportunity

to test out innovations such as internet self-

response with regard to population

coverage or data quality. And the Trump

administration’s effort to add a citizenship

question to the Census form, although

eventually blocked by federal judges, is

expected to have had an enduring chilling

effect that will increase nonresponse by

foreign-born householders.
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https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2018/counting-young-children-in-2020-census.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2018/counting-young-children-in-2020-census.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/research-testing/undercount-of-young-children.html
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2018/counting-young-children-in-2020-census.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/cac/nac/reports/2017-uc-young-children-wg-recommendations.pdf


The 2020 Census launch on March 12 occurred at nearly the same moment that the coronavirus

pandemic became a national crisis. Subsequent stay-at-home orders may have given some families

more time to complete the Census questionnaire online. But the lockdown also rewrote families’

school, child care, and work schedules and, for essential workers with children, introduced

profound sources of work-family conflict that could have made completion of the Census a low

priority. In addition, the lockdown impeded face-to-face community outreach efforts by local

public service providers to families at high risk of nonresponse.

Despite these many obstacles, the self-response rate at the end of July 2020 was over 60 percent,

on par with expectations prior to the pandemic. But the pandemic also significantly delayed the

launch of field follow-up efforts, including door-to-door visits by Census enumerators. As a result,

the fieldwork end date was initially extended from July 31 to October 31, but in August the Trump

administration sought to end the Census early, a position that the Supreme Court backed in mid-

October. These circumstances pressed the Census Bureau into an accelerated timeline to

complete its enumeration on October 15. As a backdrop to these events throughout late summer

and early fall, Census enumerators were challenged to collect information about families displaced

by fire in the West and by hurricanes and tropical storms in the Southeast.

Remarkably, despite these many obstacles, 99.9 percent of all US households were enumerated by

the Census end date. But this includes proxy interviews with neighbors and unsuccessful attempts

to contact an individual at dwellings that were evidently occupied. A likely consequence is that

information about the number or characteristics of occupants in these households will be

incomplete. The Census Bureau will attempt to fill in records for the individuals associated with

these addresses from administrative data, but this approach may be less successful in families that

have limited contact with the federal statistical system.

Over the next decade, the sociology of children and youth should give special attention to

measuring the magnitude of the 2020 Census undercount of children and families, its impact on

federal funding and local planning, and the consequences for children’s well-being and

development. This work will be important for documenting whether the United States is

succeeding in supporting its young people and for considering the 2020 Census as a case study in

the enduring consequences of the extraordinary intersection of the politicization of the routine

business of government, public health and environmental crisis, and rising public mistrust.
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Paula Fomby's research focuses on family structure change, family

complexity, and child well-being. Her perspective considers families as

embedded in broader social contexts and considers how extended kin

relationships, neighborhood and community cohesion, and school

quality condition the ways children experience family change. Broadly,

her work emphasizes the causes and consequences of residing in

specific family arrangements in the context of high economic

inequality, with particular attention to how prior socioeconomic

disadvantage constrains family formation and family process.

https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/operational-adjustments-covid-19.html


Geographies of Campus
Inequality: Mapping the Diverse
Experiences of First-Generation
Students

SassyPage 33

Janel E. Benson and Elizabeth M.  Lee

Click for more
information
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In efforts to improve equity, selective college campuses are increasingly focused on recruiting and

retaining first-generation students whose parents have not graduated from college. In Geographies
of Campus Inequality, sociologists Benson and Lee argue that these approaches may fall short if

they fail to consider the complex ways first-generation status intersects with race, ethnicity, and

gender.

Drawing on interview and survey data from selective campuses, the authors show that first-

generation students do not share a universal experience. Rather, first-generation students occupy

one of four disparate geographies on campus within which they negotiate academic

responsibilities, build relationships, engage in campus life, and develop post-college aspirations.

Importantly, the authors demonstrate how geographies are shaped by organizational practices and

campus constructions of class, race, and gender. Geographies of Campus Inequality expands the

understanding of first-generation students' campus lives and opportunities for mobility by showing

there is more than one way to be first-generation.

Fall 2020

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/geographies-of-campus-inequality-9780190848156?cc=us&lang=en&


While teachers praise affluent White students

for being “innovative” when they bring

preexisting and sometimes disruptive tech

skills into their classrooms, less affluent

students of color do not receive such

recognition for the same behavior. Digital

skills exhibited by middle class, Asian

American students render them “hackers,”

while the creative digital skills of working-

class, Latinx students are either ignored or

earn them labels troublemakers. Rafalow finds

in his study of three California middle schools

that students of all backgrounds use digital

technology with sophistication and creativity,

but only the teachers in the school serving

predominantly White, affluent students help

translate the digital skills students develop

through their digital play into educational

capital. Digital Divisions provides an in-depth

look at how teachers operate as gatekeepers

for students’ potential, reacting differently

according to the race and class of their

student body. As a result, Rafalow shows us

that the digital divide is much more than a

matter of access: it’s about how schools

perceive the value of digital technology and

then use them day-to-day.

In the digital age, schools are a central part of a nationwide effort to make access to technology

more equitable, so that all young people, regardless of identity or background, have the opportunity

to engage with the technologies that are essential to modern life. Most students, however, come to

school with digital knowledge they’ve already acquired from the range of activities they participate

in with peers online. Yet, teachers, as Matthew H. Rafalow reveals in Digital Divisions, interpret these
technological skills very differently based on the race and class of their student body. 

Digital Divisions: How Schools
Create Inequality in the Tech Era
Matthew H. Rafalow

Click for more
information
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https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/D/bo57273552.html


Announcements from 
Members
Call for proposals for the

Sociological Studies of Children

and Youth (SSCY)

The Sociological Studies of Children and

Youth (SSCY, Emerald Publishing, UK) seeks

proposals for two upcoming guest-edited

volumes to be published in 2021. This annual

volume typically includes papers that are

timely and in need of critical examination in

the areas of research, theory, and policy

regarding children and youth. The SSCY

volume has a history of publishing work from

diverse theoretical and methodological

orientations, and welcomes contributions by

scholars from around the world.

Contributions are peer-reviewed by the series

editors, members of the editorial board, and

other researchers. The guest editor/s would

then use the proposal to advertise the

volume to interested scholars. Interested

scholars should submit a one-page abstract

for a volume focused on an issue related to

children and youth. Submit proposals

electronically to SSCY Series Editor, Loretta E.

Bass, the University of Oklahoma by email

(Lbass@ou.edu) no longer than November 1,

2020. For more information about SSCY, click

here.

Call for Editorial Board Members

for the Sociological Studies of

Children and Youth (SSCY)

The Sociological Studies of Children and Youth

(SSCY, Emerald Publishing, UK) is recruiting

several new Editorial Board Members. Editorial

Board Members are listed on the Series

webpage, serve as reviewers, and provide

guidance to the Series Editor. Typically, Board

Members review two-to-three research articles

per year. Interested scholars should submit a

paragraph of interest and a curriculum vitae to

the SSCY Series Editor, Loretta E. Bass, the

University of Oklahoma by email

(Lbass@ou.edu) no later than November 1,

2020. To learn more about SSCY, click here. 

Henry Zonio successfully defended his

dissertation entitled, “It’s Not Just Sunday
School: Young Children, Race, and Gender in

Three Racially Homogenous Protestant

Sunday Schools” on September 14 at the

University of Kentucky. His dissertation

research is a qualitative study of how the

material and symbolic culture embedded in

Sunday school curricula combine with

dominant cultural ideologies of race and

gender and the religio-cultural milieu of

churches to uncritically construct and

reproduce a white patriarchal Christian

imagination. Henry is currently on the job

market.
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Congrats, Henry!
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https://books.emeraldinsight.com/page/series-detail/Sociological-Studies-of-Children-and-Youth/#submitProposal
https://books.emeraldinsight.com/page/series-detail/sociological-studies-of-children-and-youth/?K=e201704251400320287-108
https://books.emeraldinsight.com/page/series-detail/sociological-studies-of-children-and-youth/?K=e201704251400320287-108

