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A Note from the Chair:  

Anna S. Mueller 

 

 Children and Youth Section  American Sociological Association www.childrenandyouth.weebly.com 

Since taking over as chair in August, I, along with the Coun-
cil, have been working hard to continue to maintain an ac-
tive social media presence, solicit exciting new materials for 
the newsletter and our section blog, and design an engaging 
program for ASA 2020. We are really excited that at last 
count our section membership was 420 individuals, which 
means we are able to offer 3 regular sessions as well as a 
roundtable session at ASA 2020.  

 
We provide more details on our ASA 2020 sessions on page 11 of this newsletter, but in short they will 
feature research that grapples with connections between power, agency, and resistance in the lives of 
children and youth and the implications of these connections for children’s life chances as well as stud-
ies that examine how youth are coping with or resisting the dramatic social changes (from climate 
change, to school shootings, and beyond).   
 
Finally, I am particularly excited to feature a session on making our research on children and youth 
matter. Sociologists have a lot of insights into how the world impacts youth and how we can build a saf-
er, happier, healthier, and more equitable society for kids. This current political climate is not the easi-
est to make positive social changes within, but it is imperative, in my opinion, that we take that task on. 
This session is designed to facilitate that conversation, through examples of empirical research and ac-
companying public sociology strategies. As always, we are very appreciative of the volunteers who are 
going to take the time to review papers and build excellent paper sessions, specifically, Jessica Taft (UC-
Santa Cruz), Sarah Diefendorf (University of Utah), Maria Schmeeckle (Illinois State University), and Uri-
el Serrano (UC-Santa Cruz and one of our student representatives).  
 
In addition to the ASA program, we kicked off this fall with a redesign of our website, led by the efforts 
of the wonderful Lilla Pivnick, our other student representative and a doctoral candidate at the Univer-
sity of Texas. If you haven’t seen it yet, please check it out: https://childrenandyouth.weebly.com.  
 
One new feature of our website is that you can now submit your announcements anytime via a web-
form on the newsletters page: https://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/newsletters.html. We love featur-
ing the successes and insights of our section members, so please do not be shy – send us your new pub-
lications, accomplishments, and news!  
 
Finally, last but not least, please do not forget to renew your membership in the Section on Children & 
Youth as you renew your ASA membership this winter. We deeply appreciate your involvement with 
the section! 
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Chair: Anna Mueller, Indiana University 

Chair-Elect: Paula Fomby, University of Michigan  

Past Chair: Aaron Pallas, Teachers College, Columbia University 

Founding Chair: Gertrud Lenzer, Brooklyn College and the Graduate Center, CUNY  

Secretary-Treasurer: Seth Abrutyn, University of British Columbia 

Council Members: Ingrid Castro (Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts), Margaret Hagerman 

(Mississippi State University), Rachel Tolbert Kimbro, (Rice University), Hyeyoung Kwon (Indiana Uni-

versity), Edward Morris (University of Kentucky), Laura Tach (Cornell University) 

Student Representatives: Lilla Pivnick (UT-Austin), Uriel Serrano (UC-Santa Cruz) 

Communication and Publications: Anna Mueller (Indiana University), chair; Ann Beutel 

(University of Oklahoma), Nancy Marshall (Wellesley College), Lilla Pivnick (UT-Austin) 

Membership: Edward Morris (University of Kentucky) and Laura Tach (Cornell University), co-chairs 

Nominations: Paula Fomby (University of Michigan), chair, Aaron Pallas (Columbia University), In-
grid Castro (Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts), Amy August (University of Minnesota), Christo-
pher Donoghue (Montclair State University) 

Research and Ethics: Ingrid Castro (Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts), Melissa Swauger 

(Indiana University of Pennsylvania), co-chairs; Brent Harger (Gettysburg College)  

2020 ASA Program and Sessions: Anna Mueller (Indiana University), chair, Uriel Serrano (UC-Santa 

Cruz), Maria Schmeeckle (Illinois State University), Jessica Calarco (Indiana University)  

2020 Distinguished Early Career Award: Ingrid Castro (Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts), 
chair, Nazneen Kane (Randolph Macon College) 

2020 Graduate Student Paper Award: Hyeyoung Kwon (Indiana University), chair 

2020 Outstanding Scholarly Contribution (Book) Award: Rachel Kimbro (Rice University), chair 
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The purpose of the Section on Children and Youth is to encourage the develop-

ment and dissemination of sociological perspectives on children in the areas of re-

search, theory, policy, practice, and teaching. Here, the term “children” includes 

every human being from infancy through the transition to adulthood. 
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Barbara Risman 
While sociologists debate whether the gender revolution is stalled, the very meaning of gender is fun-
damentally being challenged. In several states, people can now retroactively change the sex category 
on their birth certificate to reflect their current gender identity or choose to opt out of either catego-
ry on their driver’s licenses. Many college classes now begin with each person declaring their pro-
noun. New laws and pronouns reflect a newly emerging identity, genderqueer or non-binary, posi-
tioned beyond the gender binary. Cultural practices and social policy have far outpaced social science 
research, although research is now catching up.  
 
What we do know is that young people are leading the way to wherever it is the gender revolution is 
now headed. Estimates of how many people identify as non-binary are wildly inconsistent, from less 
than 1 percent of young people in the U.S. to reports that 27% of California youth believe that others 
view them as gender non-conforming. Prevalence rates are challenging because some researchers 
simply collapse those who reject categories into the transgender umbrella, using the combined cate-
gory transgender/gender-non-conforming, while others use discrete categories. While there is no ac-
cepted estimate of the number of people who reject gender categories, one forthcoming study 
(https://psmag.com/ideas/gen-z-the-future-is-non-binary) suggests that the numbers are exponen-
tially increasing among teenagers, primarily among those raised as girls.  
 
My research adds to a small but growing literature on non-binary young people. What we know from 
Darwin’s (2017) virtual ethnography of a Reddit social media site for genderqueer users is that there 
is little consensus even among those who use similar identity terms as to what they mean, whether or 
not a non-binary identity is also a transgender one, or even how to “do non-binary.” Other research 
suggests that rejection of gendered pronouns and changing gendered bodily presentation are com-
mon attributes of college-aged non-binary identified Americans, at least among those who are white 
middle class college students.  (continued on next page) 

Rejecting 
the Gender 

Binary 

https://psmag.com/ideas/gen-z-the-future-is-non-binary
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/symb.316
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Rejecting the Gender Binary 

My research team is beginning to explore how non-binary people understand and operate within our 
contemporary gender structure. How do young people who identify outside the gender binary come to 
this identity? How do they experience their gender as identity? How do they navigate interactional 
gendered expectations? And how do they deal with the binary cultural logics that organize every social 
institution from school to work, to voluntary organizations? Will the existence of non-binary identities 
disrupt the gender structure itself or will new categories simply turn a binary into a set of multiple cat-
egories, leaving intact gender stratification? We are currently collecting data. At this point, we have 12 
interviews collected in 2012-13 and 16 interviews in 2017. The first wave of interviews was completed 
for my recent book, Where the Millennials Will Take Us: A New Generation Wrestles with the Gender 
Structure. In 116 interviews for that book, we had 12 people who identified outside the binary. In the 
fall of 2017 our team began collecting data again, now advertising specifically for those who identify 
outside the binary, as neither woman nor man. This piece reports patterns now becoming apparent in 
our on-going research and the difference be-
tween the two data collection waves.  
 
We noticed patterns that differed from inter-
views completed in 2012-13 and those only 
five years later. While our sample size is far 
too small to be confident, here I share some 
exploratory analysis. In 2012-13, nearly all 
the respondents were very political, under-
standing their own rejection of gender at the 
individual level, including bodily presenta-
tion, as part of a radical project to overcome 
gender oppression. In the 2017 data, only 
five years later, many still spoke with strong 
political motivations, but not all. As the idea of the possibility of escaping gender categories has be-
come more widespread, some young people we talked to recently had fewer political goals and were 
primarily motivated to escape their assigned gender category because the normative gendered expec-
tations felt oppressive.    
 
Another very clear change over time was how “out” respondents were with their identity and that 
showed in their use of non-gendered pronouns. In the 2012-13 interviews, very few respondents had 
considered non-gendered pronouns, and none used them regularly outside of a support group, or a 
very close circle of friends. In the interviews just five years later, respondents were far more likely to 
be “out” in a variety of social contexts and to bring up the subject of pronouns by themselves in an in-
terview. By 2017, almost half of the respondents felt strongly that gender neutral pronouns were im-
portant and several others didn’t care one way or another, using them sometimes without bothering 
to correct people that mis-gendered them. For some, being able to name their pronoun felt empower-
ing.  (continued on next page) 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Vega%2C+Holzman+and+Sin+genderqueer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS823US823&oq=Vega%2C+Holzman+and+Sin+genderqueer&aqs=chrome..69i57j33.11318j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780199324385.001.0001/oso-9780199324385
https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780199324385.001.0001/oso-9780199324385
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Rejecting the Gender Binary 

Another difference between the interviews in 2012-13 and the later ones in 2017 was that in the more 
recent interviews, we heard more about the existence and comfort of queer spaces. One respondent 
told us that “there are a lot of really strong and amazing efforts taking place, led mostly by women, 
who are like intentionally making spaces that are inclusive and safe.” Others talked about less formal 
queer community based on friendship groups with shared identities. In the earlier interviews, our non-
binary respondents often had romantic partners who were uncomfortable with their gender non-
conformity, but in the 2017 interviews several respondents indicated that having a partner who ex-
plored identities with them was a source of support.   

 
In both waves of interviews, non-binary respondents identified with newly emerging language of gen-
derqueer or between the binary. Many of the people we interviewed considered gender a journey and 
left open the possibility of future identity changes in the future. They reject the category of woman or 
man, and most, at least those raised as girls, do so by refusing to “do gender” with their bodies or 
clothing. Among those we have spoken to more recently, some don’t make a necessary connection be-
tween their gender identity and the need to display that identity with their body, and so the need to 
name their pronoun is all the more important. At both waves, all the respondents were proud to own 
androgynous personalities and reject limits on self-expression that gendered expectations impose.  

 
This is a very new area of research, and I am hoping that those of you reading this who also do such 
research will contact me. If there are enough of us, it would be exciting to organize a small working 
conference as an exciting way to stimulate more research on young people and emerging adults who 
reject the gender binary.    

Barbara J. Risman (Ph.D., University of Washington) is College of Arts & Sci-
ences Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. She is the editor of Gender & Society. Her most recent books are 
Where the Millennials Will Take Us: A New Generation Wrestles with the 
Gender Structure (Oxford University Press, 2018) and the co-edited volume 
(with Carissa Froyum Roise and William Scarborough) Handbook on the So-
ciology of Gender (Springer, 2018). She is also author and editor of several 
other books, and over two dozen articles published in such journals 
as American Sociological Review, Gender & Society, and Journal of Marriage 
and Family. She has been editor of Contemporary Sociology and serves on 
the Board of Directors of the Council on Contemporary Families. This year 
she serves as the Distinguished Lecturer for the Southern Sociological Socie-
ty. She has received a number of honors and awards, including the Public 
Understanding of Sociology Award from the American Sociological Associa-
tion in 2011 and the Katherine Jocher Belle Boone Award from the South-
ern Sociological Society in 2005. She was named Feminist Lecturer by the 
Sociologists for Women in Society in 2003.   
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Nora Gross 

AB: Your path to doctoral work in sociology has been an interesting one. You had undergraduate 
training in art history and photography and graduate training in documentary filmmaking and soci-
ology of education. In between, you directed a high school writing center in Chicago. How did these 
experiences lead you to pursue a joint PhD in sociology and education?  
 
NG: There was a moment sophomore year of college when I was deciding my major and debating be-
tween sociology and art history. That may seem like an odd and very different set of options, but to me 
they were quite similar. Though each might use different sources of evidence or “data” for analysis, 
both disciplines deal with how people exist in the social world, how they make sense of it, and how 
small moments can represent bigger ideas about society at a particular time and in a particular place. I 
ultimately pursued art history, and studied contemporary African American artists who were investi-
gating present-day inequalities and legacies of racial oppression through their art. Alongside this study, 
I also developed my skills as a portrait and social documentary photographer. My (sociological) interest 
in people – how they are shaped by their surroundings, how they represent themselves to others, how 
they interact and organize themselves into groups – was an integral part of each of these endeavors. 
 
The social justice edge of these interests was sharpened when I worked for a few years after college in 
a high-poverty Chicago high school. As a writing teacher, I often used visual imagery as a jumping off 
point for writing exercises and made photographic portraits of and with my students. But the challeng-
es of urban education and the inequities I was seeing up close began gnawing at me and motivated me 
to return to school to more deeply understand the broader contexts affecting my students’ lives. After 
a two-year MA program in Sociology of Education, I was sure that research and teaching was what I 
most wanted to do, but before starting a PhD that I figured would send me on an uninterrupted path 
into academia, I decided to pause for one year to refresh and reset my own artistic skills through a 
graduate certificate program in documentary filmmaking.  (continued on next page) 
 

Meet the Scholar 

Ann Beutel asked the following questions of PhD Candidate Nora Gross.  
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Nora Gross 
I hoped that I might one day be able to use film alongside my research to engage young people in 
answering complex research questions about their social worlds and sharing research findings with 
a broader audience. At the University of Pennsylvania, I was lucky to find not only the opportunity 
to pursue a dual-PhD in Sociology and Education – to get both disciplinary training and be immersed 
in the scholarly study of education – but to also find a community of like-minded scholars interest-
ed in multimodal and visual research methods. 
 
AB: Your dissertation, Bullets, Books, and Brotherhood: Grief and Recovery in an Urban All-Boys 
High School after Three Fatal Shootings of Friends, examines the experiences of Black adolescents 
dealing with the loss of friends to gun violence. What has conducting your dissertation research 
been like?  
 
NG: This project is definitely the most difficult task 
I’ve ever undertaken. Doing ethnography well is hard 
enough. It is an immense challenge and profound re-
sponsibility to try to understand the complexities of 
other people’s lives, and then write about them in a 
way that represents their full humanity and makes an 
intellectual argument. But the emotional dimension of 
this work has added another layer of challenges. 
 
I’ve been to way too many funerals for people who were half my age – including some I had known 
and come to care deeply about – and I’ve witnessed other teenagers experiencing the most ex-
treme depths of sadness and hopelessness. And I’ve watched a school that is full to the brim of 
adults who genuinely love and care about their students and are working their behinds off still real-
ly not be able to support those young people adequately. But the experience of doing this work and 
getting to know so many adolescent boys through my research has also been very moving. I feel 
very lucky to have been able to witness and participate in tremendously beautiful memorializations. 
I’ve gotten to see the way boys lean on each other for support, develop and maintain strong bonds 
of friendship, express their own vulnerabilities to each other and to me, and continue to push 
ahead and imagine futures for themselves.  
 
AB: You continue to be involved in photography and documentary filmmaking. In fact, you re-
cently finished work on a feature-length documentary about gay Black men in the US South, Mak-
ing Sweet Tea, with collaborators at the University of Pennsylvania. How do your academic work 
and artistic/media work inform each other? How are they interrelated?  
 
NG: The subject area of the film I recently completed is mostly unrelated to my dissertation re-
search, though both projects deal with Black male identity and resilience and joy in the face of hard-
ship. However, there is a lot that I learn from filmmaking that helps me in my research: 
(continued on next page) 



 Children and Youth Section  American Sociological Association www.childrenandyouth.weebly.com 

Winter 2019 9 

Nora Gross 
 
1) I think people have a much better sense of what it means to be filmed and included in a docu-

mentary than they do to be “researched” and written about in a dissertation or book. The prac-
tice of talking to participants/subjects about how 
they’ll be represented and thinking deeply about the 
unintended consequences of including a particular 
detail is more intuitive to filmmaking. I think this has 
helped me become more attuned to the complex 
and layered ethical questions that should be at the 
forefront of any project that involves collecting and 
sharing stories about people’s lives. 

2) Filmmaking also continually trains my eye to be better at noticing gestures, facial expressions, 
and details in a room and deciding what are the most important features to convey someone’s 
character or the feel of a space. 

3) It’s almost impossible to make a film alone. I’ve worked on documentaries that have ranged in 
production teams from my thesis film, which was essentially a one-woman show with some as-
sistance from friends to hold a microphone or a second camera, to participatory filmmaking 
with a classroom full of high school students, to a feature-length production with multiple direc-
tors, producers, and a dedicated cinematographer. There are challenges to working with a team. 
But the ideas and vision can become so much deeper and richer with more perspectives includ-
ed. This is something I wish was more common in “traditional” qualitative methods or ethno-
graphic fieldwork and that I hope I can find ways to do more of throughout my career.  

 
AB: What advice do you have for other scholars who are interested in the ways that engaging in 
“non-standard” projects (e.g., artistic ones) could inform and enhance their scholarship?  
 
NG: To do work that is a little bit outside the usual confines of the academy, you need to find a 
community. You don’t have to reinvent the wheel. If you’re a grad student and not deeply embed-
ded in your own work yet, I suggest seeking out more advanced grad students or faculty members 
who are working on multimodal projects and volunteer to get involved. You’ll learn a lot in the pro-
cess (even if you’re not super interested in the content of their project) and you’ll start to build net-
works of like-minded people who can support you in your own work.  
 
A little plug: The University of Pennsylvania and CAMRA (Collective for Advancing Multimodal Re-
search Arts), a graduate student organization I am serving as the Director of this year, annually 
hosts the Screening Scholarship Media Festival at UPenn in Philadelphia. This year’s will be March 
27-28 centered on the theme of “Rupture and Repair.” The event is a hybrid between a traditional 
academic conference and a film/media festival and brings together scholars, artists, activists, edu-
cators, and community members for two days of conversation about the intersection between so-
cial science research and artistic practice. Check out the website in late January for information and 
(free) registration: www.camrapenn.org/mediafestival  (continued on next page) 

http://www.camrapenn.org/mediafestival


 Children and Youth Section  American Sociological Association www.childrenandyouth.weebly.com 

Winter 2019 10 

Nora Gross 
AB: What research and artistic/media projects do you have planned for the future?  
  
NG: As I prepare my dissertation for publication as a book, I hope to conduct a bit of follow -up 
research to supplement the two years of school-based ethnographic fieldwork. I’d like to do inter-
views with folks at other kinds of schools to offer a comparative lens on my findings about how 
schools manage and support students’ emotions in the aftermath of loss. I also want to explore the 
emergence of youth anti-gun violence activism to understand the conditions under which loss and 
grief can lead to political activism. For the last two years, I’ve been working (slowly) on a short doc-
umentary film with a few of the young men from my research about their experiences of losing 
friends to gun violence and how they grieve. I received some funding from The Sachs Program for 
Arts Innovation and the Center for Experimental Ethnography, both at UPenn, to pay the young 
people and a local editing team. We hope to complete the film by summer 2020, and then perhaps 
submit to film festivals and/or screen the film at schools. Finally, I am in the early stages of planning 
a new research study that explores the racialized and gendered emotions of highly privileged white 
boys who attend elite private schools. Preliminary findings from a school climate survey distributed 
through a university-school partnership at several private high schools suggests that some white 
boys in these spaces are feeling an increasing sense of alienation as their schools become more di-
verse in race, class, and gender. The feelings boys expressed on an anonymous survey may be diffi-
cult to access through interviews or observations, so I’m taking my time trying to develop a re-
search design that will allow me to learn more about these boys’ emotions and how they might play 
out in day-to-day school life. 

Nora Gross is a PhD Candidate in Sociology and Education at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, planning to complete her studies in 2020. 

Broadly, Nora’s research examines the way young people’s emotional 

lives intersect with their racial and gender identities and educational 

experiences. Her ethnographic dissertation proposes that grief is an 

understudied, but often central, dimension in the lives of adolescent 

Black boys in urban contexts where the loss of friends and peers to 

gun violence is a frequent occurrence. Nora has held fellowships at 

the University of Pennsylvania in the Urban Studies Program (2018-

2019) and through the Center for Experimental Ethnography (2019-

2020), and is a 2019 recipient of a Harry Frank Guggenheim Founda-

tion dissertation fellowship. Additionally, she was awarded the 2019 

Rose Laub Coser Award from the Eastern Sociological Society for her 

dissertation proposal. Nora was formerly a high school teacher. More 

information can be found at www.noragross.com. 

http://www.noragross.com
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Children and Youth in a Changing 

World 
Jessica Taft, UC-Santa Cruz; jtaft@ucsc.edu 

 

Youth’s worlds today are characterized by dramatic social 
changes, including changes (1) in the way youth connect 
with each other, (2) in oppressive state policies, (3) in expo-
sure to violence in communities and schools, and (4) even 
in the physical environment and global climate. These 
changes have implications for happy and healthy human 
development as well as equality of opportunity and life chances. With this session, we include papers 
that examine (1) how broad social, political, environmental, and technological forces are affecting the 
lives of children and youth and (2) how youth are making sense of, incorporating, or resisting these 
changes, collectively and individually. Both theoretical and empirical papers are welcome, as are pa-
pers using quantitative or qualitative methodologies. We strongly encourage papers that examine the 
lives of children and youth around the world and that include an intersectional lens. 

Making Research on Children and 

Youth Matter: Strategies & Challenges 
Sarah Diefendorf, University of Utah; sarah@scholars.org 

 

Sociologists are well positioned to conduct research on 
children and youth with real world implications; and yet, 
doing public sociology, particularly with kids, is not always 
easy. With this session, we feature research from scholars 
who are taking steps to make their research on youth 
matter to the everyday lives of kids. The presentations will 

both (1) share new and novel empirical insights into kids’ lives and (2) discuss the challenges and strat-
egies of translating research findings so that they have a public impact. We welcome papers: (1) using 
qualitative or quantitative methodologies; (2) that discuss epistemological, ethical, practical, or theo-
retical issues in bridging our roles as scholar-researchers and public-policy makers, interventionists, 
and/or social activists; or (3) that feature creative or traditional ways of doing public sociology. 

Submissions for the 115th ASA Annual Meeting are open. The deadline to submit is January 29 at 
11:59pm EST. Visit www.asanet.org/annual-meeting-2020/call-submissionsvolunteers for information. 

Michela Musto 

Will Tyson 

mailto:jtaft@ucsc.edu
https://www.asanet.org/annual-meeting-2020/call-submissionsvolunteers
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Section on Children and Youth 

Roundtables 
Uriel Serrano, University of California, Santa Cruz; 
serrano@ucsc.edu  
 
We welcome all papers featuring research on chil-
dren and youth. 

Power, Agency, and Resistance 

in Youth’s Lives 
Maria Schmeeckle, Illinois State University; 
mhschme@ilstu.edu 
 

Children and youth face unequal treatment by 
virtue of their intersecting identities (e.g., race, 
gender, disability, immigration status, etc.) and 
are generally offered fewer opportunities to 
shape the world they inhabit because of their 
subordinate developmental stage. In this ses-
sion, we invite papers that grapple with the con-
nections between power, agency, and resistance 
in the lives of children and youth and the impli-
cations of these connections for children’s life 
chances. Both theoretical and empirical papers 
are welcome, as are papers using quantitative 
and qualitative methodologies. We strongly en-
courage papers that examine the lives of chil-
dren and youth around the world and that in-
clude an intersectional lens. 

Roundtable on Adolescent Education      

Lilla Pivnick 

Liberty Barnes 
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AB: Your youth-related research interests include race, class, and gender inequalities in schools, peer 

culture, and media. What can you tell us about your research interests and how they developed and 

fit together? 

 

BD: My research explores how youth’s relationships with adults reproduce race, class, and gender in-

equalities in schools. Responding to our current historical moment, I’m interested in how interlinked 

trends such as the integration of smartphones and laptops into schools and the new policy focus on so-

cial and emotional learning impact relationships between students and teachers. Within this changing 

context for relationships, how are different groups of youth being impacted? Who is benefiting and 

how? Whose relationships are being harmed?  

 

My interest in these questions about inequality in youth-adult relationships, technology and schools 

emerged from research projects I conducted as an undergraduate and early graduate student. As an 

undergraduate researcher, I interviewed predominantly Black and Latinx, working-class youth about 

how social media impacted their relationships with their teachers and other school adults. I continued 

this research in graduate school, exploring how digital technologies and bullying policies impacted 

teacher-student relationships in a predominantly white, middle-class high school through interviews 

with students and teachers. In both settings, I saw how meaningful these relationships with adults were 

for both groups of youth: they could be a source of connection and validation or of deep injury and con-

fusion. Across projects, I began to see a pattern in what happens when “new” digital technologies and 

anti-bullying reforms encounter the “old” school culture and organizations that support a particular 

kind of teacher-student relationship. In the process, privileged students were benefiting.  (continued on 

next page) 
 

Brooke Dinsmore 

Meet the Scholar 

Ann Beutel asked the following questions of PhD Candidate Brooke Dinsmore 
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Lastly, I include a focus on peer culture in my work because what the long tradition of school ethnog-

raphies has shown is that inequality is often reproduced through the back and forth dynamics be-

tween the school as an organization and culture youth form within its confines. I’ve found that to tell 

the full story of relationships, you need to understand school culture from both the adult and youth 

perspectives.  

 

AB: What can you tell me about your dissertation?  

 

BD: My dissertation is a comparative ethnography of three high schools that differ in race and class 

composition. Through observations and interviews with teachers and students, I look to understand 

how school-level cultural and social processes 

can reproduce - or challenge - race, class, and 

gender inequalities in teacher-student relation-

ships. In particular, I designed this dissertation 

in part to address a puzzle in the current litera-

ture. A growing body of quantitative research 

shows that schools with more white and higher 

SES students have stronger overall ratings of 

relationships but also wider gaps between 

white, Black and Latinx students. On the other 

hand, schools with more Black and lower SES 

students have lower overall ratings of relationships but also less race and class disparity. This research 

suggests that school-level processes both generate varying opportunities for relationships and impact 

white, Black and Latinx students in different ways.  

 

However, current research on teacher-student relationships has predominantly focused on classroom- 

level dynamics such as cultural mismatch between non-white students and white teachers. While valu-

able, this research doesn’t entirely explain these school-level patterns. So, in my dissertation project, I 

compare teacher-student relationships in two predominantly non-white schools and one predomi-

nantly white school. To help understand school-level processes, I’m developing the concept of rela-

tional cultures, which I define as the shared assumptions, expectations and practices shaping interac-

tions between teachers and students. Through comparing across schools with different race and class 

compositions, I’ll address how relational cultures are raced, classed and gendered.  (continued on next 

page) 

Brooke Dinsmore 
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In my observations and interviews, I’ll also be exploring how digital technology shapes teacher-student 

relationships. The three schools in my dissertation also differ in their technology policies: two schools 

allow students to use their smartphones freely while one school prohibits the student use of 

smartphones in school. So I’m also looking at how these different environments in terms of technology 

shape teacher-student relationships, and in particular, inequalities in teacher-student relationships.  

 

AB: What advice do you have for graduate students and other 

young scholars who are interested in conducting research in 

schools?  

 

BD: My main advice would be to begin working on gaining access 

as early as possible, particularly if you’re conducting an ethnography. It was about nine months from 

the first email I sent to actually stepping foot in a school to begin fieldwork. I reached out to over 25 

school districts, which included 10 districts who had a lengthy formal application process (over 20 pag-

es of material, often about 3-6 weeks for review). In gaining access, I found it’s all about being both 

patient and persistent. I’d also advise approaching school districts as informed partners. Particularly in 

larger districts, your initial contact person is likely a director of research and evaluation who has a PhD 

in education or a related social science. These directors are really invaluable resources, who can pro-

vide you with information about how your project will be viewed by a variety of different actors in the 

district.  

Brooke Dinsmore 

Brooke Dinsmore is a PhD candidate in sociology at the University 

of Virginia. Her research addresses race, class, and gender inequali-

ties in schools with a focus on youth-adult relationships and digital 

technology. Her research has been published in Information, Com-

munication & Society and Ethnography and funded by the Power, 

Violence, and Inequality Collective at UVa and the University of Vir-

ginia Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. She recently received 

the Graduate Student Teaching Award from the University of Vir-

ginia Sociology Department. She is originally from a small town in 

New Hampshire.  
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The Kids Are in Charge: Activism and 

Power in Peru’s Movement of Work-

ing Children 
Jessica K. Taft 
 
Since 1976, the Peruvian movement of working children 
has fought to redefine age-based roles in society, includ-
ing defending children’s right to work. In The Kids Are in 
Charge, Jessica K. Taft gives us an inside look at this 
groundbreaking, intergenerational social movement, 
showing that kids can—and should be—respected as 
equal partners in economic, social, and political life. 

Through participant observation, Taft explores how the 
movement has redefined relationships between kids 
and adults; how they put these ideas into practice with-
in their organizations; and how they advocate for them 
in larger society. Ultimately, she encourages us to ques-
tion the widely accepted beliefs that children should not 
work or participate in politics. 

The Kids Are in Charge is a provocative invitation to re-
imagine childhood, power, and politics. For more infor-
mation, visit https://nyupress.org/9781479854509/the-
kids-are-in-charge/  

Jessica K. Taft is Associate Professor of Latin American and 
Latino Studies at the University of California at Santa Cruz. 
Her work focuses on the political lives of children and youth 
across the Americas, with an emphasis on youth activists and 
youth social movements. She is interested in how identity 
narratives shape social movement practices and looks at how 
the subject categories of child, youth, adult, teenager, and girl 
are constructed within transnational and local political cul-
tures, and how these subject categories matter for the strate-
gies, organizational structures, and internal dynamics of social 
movements.   

https://nyupress.org/9781479854509/the-kids-are-in-charge/
https://nyupress.org/9781479854509/the-kids-are-in-charge/
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Child and Youth Agency in Sci-

ence Fiction: Travel, Technology, 

Time 
Edited by Ingrid E. Castro and Jessica Clark 

 

We embrace children and youth as our future, yet 
we consistently silence them and fail to take them 
seriously in our present. This powerful edited col-
lection creatively uses science fiction to disrupt this 
problematic pattern by offering readers of all ages 
and backgrounds an engaging and necessary inter-
vention in children and youth studies. A must-read 
for those committed to centering the voices and 
experiences of children and youth in the world. 
Georgiann Davis, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
In Castro and Clark’s fascinating volume, we meet 
mutant children, zombie children, time-traveling 
children, cyborg children, post-apocalyptic children, 
and children plunged into all varieties of uncanny 
circumstances. The book’s engaging and erudite dis-
cussions of these fantastic scenarios offer memora-
ble insights into iconic popular narratives, and, col-
lectively, they articulate a refreshing affirmation of 
the resilience, dignity, and creativity with which 
young people negotiate the challenges presented to 
them by adult society. 
Randy Laist, Goodwin College  

If ordered directly from the publisher, type in 
LEX30AUTH19 to receive a 30% discount (valid 
through end of next year). For more information, 
go to https://rowman.com/
ISBN/9781498597388/Child-and-Youth-Agency-
in-Science-Fiction-Travel-Technology-Time  

Featuring pieces by Jessica Clark, Ingrid E. Castro, Joseph Giunta, Kip Kline, Kwasu 

David Tembo, Muireann B. Crowley, Megan McDonough, Jessica Kenty-Drane, Erin 

Kenny, Joaquin Muñoz, Stephanie Thompson, and Gary Westfahl 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498597388/Child-and-Youth-Agency-in-Science-Fiction-Travel-Technology-Time
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498597388/Child-and-Youth-Agency-in-Science-Fiction-Travel-Technology-Time
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498597388/Child-and-Youth-Agency-in-Science-Fiction-Travel-Technology-Time
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Vega, Silvia Rodriguz. 2018. “Praxis of Resilience & Resistance: 'We Can STOP Donald Trump' and Other 
Messages from Immigrant Children.” Association of Mexican American Educators Journal 12(3): http://
amaejournal.utsa.edu/index.php/amae/article/view/409  
 
Vega, Silvia Rodriguz. 2019. “Teatro vs. Trump: Children in South Central Los Angeles Fight Back.” Az-
tlan: A Journal of Chicano Studies 44(1):189-198.  
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Announcements  

Call for Papers: Time Use Data for Health and Well-Being 

June 22-23, 2020 at University of Maryland-College Park 
 
Time is one of the most valuable and contested resources in contemporary societies. Analysis of varia-
tion in daily time use patterns over time, space, and social groups is needed to advance understanding 
of determinants and consequences of time use for well-being. The 2020 UMD Time Use Conference 
will give members of the growing interdisciplinary time use research community the opportunity to 
interact with one another and share ideas. 
 
Researchers are invited to submit abstracts for papers that address any question related to the collec-
tion or analysis of time use data. Papers that address the 2020 conference theme, intersecting influ-
ences of macroeconomic conditions and micro-level factors on time use and well-being across the life 
course, are particularly encouraged. Registration is open to all individuals with an interest in how 
patterns of daily time use affect child, adult, and family well-being. Authors are asked to submit: 
 
1) A brief abstract (150 words); 
2) A 2-to 3-page extended abstract must be sufficiently detailed to allow the organizing committee to 
judge the merits of the proposed paper. 
 
The deadline for submission of paper abstracts is January 31, 2020. Authors chosen to present papers 
will be notified by March 30, 2020. Abstracts may be submitted by email to: timeuse-2020@umd.edu. 
 
Website: https://www.popcenter.umd.edu/research/sponsored-events/tu2020 
 

 

 

http://amaejournal.utsa.edu/index.php/amae/article/view/409
http://amaejournal.utsa.edu/index.php/amae/article/view/409
mailto:timeuse-2020@umd.edu
https://www.popcenter.umd.edu/research/sponsored-events/tu2020
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Allison Pugh, Aaron Pallas, Anna Mueller, and 

 Monica Kirkpatrick Johnson  Matt Rafalow and Kara Joyner  

Peter Harvey and Sarah Ovink 

Aaron Pallas and Glen Elder, Jr. 

Lilla Pivnick and Ann Beutel 

Have additional photos with Children 

and Youth members?  

Send them to lilla.pivnick@gmail.com to 

be included in the next newsletter. 
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This issue of the Sociology of Children & Youth Newsletter was prepared by members of  

the Communication and Publications Committee: 

 

 

Please submit items that you would like to have included in the next newsletter here:  

https://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/newsletters.html  

Ann Beutel  

The University of Oklahoma 

 

Lilla Pivnick 

The University of Texas at Austin 

In the meantime... 

Click here to find us on the 

Web at our site 

Click here to follow us on 

Twitter: @asayouth  

 Children and Youth Section  www.childrenandyouth.weebly.com American Sociological Association 

Communication & Publications Committee 

For the Spring 2020 Children & Youth Newsletter... 
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Click here to join our 

 Facebook group. 

https://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/newsletters.html
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Sociology-of-Children-and-Youth-101051949966432/
https://twitter.com/asayouth
http://childrenandyouth.weebly.com/

