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The Homeschool Choice: Parents and the Privatization of Education

HOMESCHOOLING
VS. REMOTE
LEARNING
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As the title of my book makes clear,

homeschoolers overwhelmingly talk about the

decision to homeschool as a choice. This

framing is important to how they make sense of

the practice, and the sacrifices that mothers,

especially, have to make to make

homeschooling work. 

In the early weeks and months of the pandemic,

however, remote schooling was primarily

characterized by a pretty extreme lack of

choice. Several of the parents I interviewed told

me that they never wanted to be a teacher, or

that they never had any desire to homeschool.

More than one parent remarked that

overseeing their children’s day-to-day

education didn’t feel like it aligned with their

particular skillset, and that they felt like they

weren’t doing a good job because it wasn’t

something they had any preparation for. 

9

Besides the fact that it’s taking place during a pandemic, what is different about remote learning

during COVID-19 and more “traditional” homeschooling? Below, I discuss four major differences

between the two. Contrasting remote learning during the pandemic with homeschooling, I think,

helps us contextualize children’s lives during the pandemic—a context that it is vital for researchers,

educators, and policy-makers to understand.

Choice—or a lack thereof:

Click for more
information

In August 2020, as I interviewed parents who were thinking about the fall, discussions about choice

emerged again. But unlike the homeschooling parents I interviewed for my book, who largely felt

empowered in making decisions about their children’s education, these parents felt overwhelmed

to be choosing among what they saw as several equally poor options. The fact that their choice had

implications for the health of their children and other family members—a choice that for some, may

be life-or-death—made the ability to choose feel like a burden.

 

Daily Routine

Regulation of homeschooling in the U.S. varies widely by state. In some states, parents submit

curricula and regular progress reports for approval and homeschooled children take regular

standardized tests, whereas in others, there’s little oversight of homeschooling. But even in the more

regulated states, families have flexibility in how they structure their days, weeks, and even school

years. Families can focus completely on one subject for a few days in a row, and then switch. They

can start the school day at 2:00pm, or finish it before lunch. 
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This flexibility was treasured by many parents

I interviewed for my book—their kids could

sleep in, focus on subjects that interested

them, and take vacation whenever they

wanted, not when the school calendar

dictated.

The parents I interviewed during the

pandemic had no such flexibility. Several

parents expressed frustration about

unrealistic, frequently-changing timelines and

strict attendance rules for Zoom classes,

especially when they had multiple children

who needed to be signed in and attentively

watching their teachers at different,

overlapping times of day. Some parents noted

that their children found this difficult, as well.

These parents felt that attempting to pace

remote schooling similarly to in-person

schooling just didn’t work—but they didn’t

feel like they could do anything about it.

Social Life

That said, it’s important to remember that even

those who have been homeschooling for years

are impacted in a similar way by the pandemic,

as their usual methods of educating their kids

alongside other homeschooling families have

also been disrupted.

A common misconception about

homeschoolers is that they spend all their

time at home. However, most of the

homeschoolers I met while doing the research

for my book were very social. They spent a lot

of time out of the house, interacting with other

homeschooling families through co-ops, park

days, and field trips. Their children were far

from socially isolated.

In my interviews about pandemic schooling,

on the other hand, the number one thing that

parents say when I ask how their children feel

about school being closed is “they miss their

friends.” Parents were concerned about the

social isolation of children during the

pandemic, and this weighed heavily on the

parents I spoke to in August, as parents

weighed the risks of in-person schooling in

the fall. 
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Managing Work, School, and Childcare

Kate Henley Averett (she/her) 

The
Homeschool Choice: Parents and the Privatization of Education

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/gwao.12616


In fall 2020, I taught an upper-level undergraduate

sociology class, Childhood and Youth, that was tagged as

a community-engaged learning class. Pre-pandemic, my

students would have spent 20 hours volunteering at local

after-school programs. The safety protocols instituted in

response to the global COVID-19 pandemic meant that we

could not volunteer face to face.

Instead, my sociology students and I designed and

conducted a community-engaged learning project that

used participatory drawing and Photovoice methods to

capture kids’ perspectives on the changes in their lives

during the pandemic. We recruited the children of

university faculty, staff, alumni, and local community

members. After I obtained parental consent, I assigned

each student in my college class to work with one kid

aged 6-17. My college students meant with their child co-

researchers via videoconferencing twice. In the first

session, my college student and the child co-researcher

each drew a picture of what their lives were like during the

pandemic. In the second session, my college student

asked the child co-researcher to take three pictures

showing us what their everyday lives were like. For each

image, we asked the kids what was in the image and why

they chose to draw or photograph that. To protect

confidentiality, we asked kids if they wanted us to use their

real first names or a fake name. We also blurred out faces

and changed identifying information on images and in

their quotations. 

My students and I then used the kids’ images and what

they said about them to create an online exhibit titled

Childhoods During the Pandemic, which you can see here.

Childhoods During
the Pandemic

Teen Magazine
Sassy

Sandi Nenga
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Sandi K. Nenga (she/her)

Journal of Contemporary Ethnography,
Childhood, Sociological Studies of Children and Youth, Journal of Youth
Studies.  Working in Class:
Recognizing How Social Class Shapes Our Academic Work.
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Schools are often spaces of adversity for

LGBTQ youth, but they also offer a unique

set of resources. Many LGBTQ youth

describe school as the only context where

they can be out about their Sexual

Orientation, Gender Identity, or Expression

(SOGIE). At school, LGBTQ youth can

interact with LGBTQ and allied peers or seek

support specifically related to their LGBTQ

identity through Gender and Sexuality

Alliances (GSAs), teachers, and school

counselors. One-third of U.S. schools have

LGBTQ student clubs (e.g., GSAs), and over

95% of LGBTQ students can name at least

one supportive adult at school—resources

associated with better mental health for

LGBTQ youth. Yet, with the challenges of

COVID-19, schools have had to limit these

extracurricular resources, which constrain

LGBTQ youth’s access to crucial support

systems when they may be most needed. A

recent brief from the Society for Research in

Child Development emphasized the

importance of protective school policies and

practices for LGBTQ youth and encouraged

schools to connect LGBTQ students with

additional resources.

In addition to a loss of school-based

supports, necessary public health measures

mean that many LGBTQ youth are relegated

to homes with non-affirming, rejecting, and

even hostile family members. Stay-at-home

orders force many LGBTQ youth to avoid

disclosing, discussing, or expressing their

SOGIE, leaving youth feeling distressed and

unsafe at home. In a recent study,[1] LGBTQ

youth reported less support and greater

parental conflict during COVID-19 than their

heterosexual and cisgender peers. 

Even if LGBTQ youth are able to maintain

connections to affirming peers and adults

outside of the home, many are fearful that

parents may overhear or monitor their

conversations, particularly those related to

SOGIE. LGBTQ youth who experience rejecting

behaviors from family are more likely to be

depressed and engage in suicidal behavior. If

pervasive, these experiences with family may

increase risk for youth homelessness.

In our research on LGBTQ youth navigating

COVID-19, youth reported feeling isolated. They

wanted a place to be themselves (i.e., LGBTQ)

and connect with communities of LGBTQ peers

and affirming adults. LGBTQ youth have a rich

history of utilizing the internet to access SOGIE

support when in-person community resources

are scant. Unsurprisingly, LGBTQ youth crisis

(e.g., TrevorChat) and social support (e.g., Q

Chat Space) platforms have seen a two-fold

increase in the number of youth engaging in

their services since the start of the pandemic.

More than ever, LGBTQ youth rely on internet-

based support to circumvent the stress and

isolation caused by the pandemic, underscoring

the need for more live, chat-based internet

communities for LGBTQ young people.
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[1] Wray-Lake, Laura, et al. “Adolescence During a Pandemic: Examining US Adolescents’ Time Use and
Family and Peer Relationships During COVID-19.” PsyArXiv, 1 Oct. 2020. Web.

Resources for LGBTQ Youth

The Trevor Project: 
TrevorLifeLine, TrevorChat, TrevorText

 
Q Chat Space: 

A Community for LGBTQ+ Teens
 

Find your Local LGBTQ+ Center

Spring 2021

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/get-help-now/
https://www.lgbtcenters.org/Q-Chat-Space
https://www.lgbtcenters.org/LGBTCenters
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Jessica Fish (she/her) 

Meg Bishop (they/them) 

Additional Readings on LGBTQ Youth and COVID-19

SRCD Statement of Evidence Addressing Inequities in Education: Considerations for
LGBTQ Children and Youth in the Era of COVID-19

The Trevor Project: Implications of COVID-19 for LGBTQ Youth Mental Health and
Suicide Prevention 

Fish et al. (2020). “I’m kinda stuck at home with unsupportive parents right now”:
LGBTQ youths’ experiences with COVID-19 and Importance of online support. Journal
of Adolescent Health, 67(3): 450-452. doi: 10.1016/j.jadohealth.2020.06.002 

Paceley, M. S., Okrey-Andreson, S., Fish, J. N., McInroy, L. & Lin, M. (2021). Beyond a
shared experience: Queer and trans youth navigating COVID-19. Qualitative Social
Work. Advanced online publication. doi: 10.1177/1473325020973329

https://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/resources/FINAL_AddressingInequalities-LGBTQ%2B.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/2020/04/03/implications-of-covid-19-for-lgbtq-youth-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/2020/04/03/implications-of-covid-19-for-lgbtq-youth-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7309741/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7309741/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7309741/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7309741/


The Science and Art of
Interviewing

SassyPage 33

Kathleen Gerson and Sarah Damaske

Click for more
information

18

Children & Youth

Qualitative interviewing is among the most widely used methods in the social sciences, but it is

arguably the least understood. In The Science and Art of Interviewing, Kathleen Gerson and Sarah

Damaske offer clear, theoretically informed and empirically rich strategies for conducting interview

studies. They present both a rationale and guide to the science-and art-of in-depth interviewing to

take readers through all the steps in the research process, from the initial stage of formulating a

question to the final one of presenting the results. Gerson and Damaske show readers how to

develop a research design for interviewing, decide on and find an appropriate sample, construct a

questionnaire, conduct probing interviews, and analyze the data they collect. At each stage, they

also provide practical tips about how to address the ever-present, but rarely discussed challenges

that qualitative researchers routinely encounter, particularly emphasizing the relationship between

conducting well-crafted research and building powerful social theories. With an engaging,

accessible style, The Science and Art of Interviewing targets a wide range of audiences, from upper-

level undergraduates and graduate methods courses to students embarking on their dissertations

to seasoned researchers at all stages of their careers.

Order it online at www.oup.com/academic 

and use promo code ASFLYQ6 for 

a 30% discount.

Spring 2021
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This book walks readers through the stages of the high school college prep pipeline that introduces

interlocked structural barriers to students. The author shows how these barriers reinforce

segregated structures that unfairly distribute the public good of education to some students and not

others. Price argues that the college prep pipeline of Advanced Placement and International

Baccalaureate coursework in American high schools constitutes a new form of tracking in the 21st

century. Even further, this new tracking introduces a façade of “college readiness” that veils the

unequal learning opportunities that send some students out into the college world with pockets full

of counterfeit credentials that serve only to reinforce the historically oppressive system. Whether

intentional or not, this new form of tracking is embedded in schools across the United States and

have lifetime consequences for individual students that reinforce historically racial, ethnic, and

spatial inequalities.

The Fractured College Prep
Pipeline: Hoarding Opportunities
to Learn
Heather E. Price

Click for more
information
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Follows all the stages in the college prep

pipeline, from access to curriculum to

participation in classes to demonstration of

mastery of the course content.

Provides a more valid measure of quality by

using the national tests of College Board

Advanced Placement to compare the

learning outcomes of students enrolled in

the same classes across the nation.

Uses Arizona, Florida, Michigan, and North

Carolina as case studies that exemplify the

variation in practice and policy across the

United States.

Compares public districts to charter high

schools, showing how the rise in school

choice policies hinders integration efforts.

Book Features: 

Spring 2021

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/D/bo57273552.html


Joining the emergent interdisciplinary investment in bridging the social sciences and the

humanities, Childhood, Agency, and Fantasy: Walking in Other Worlds explores linkages between

children’s agency and fantasy. Fantasy as an integral aspect of childhood and as a genre allows for

children’s spectacular dreams and hopeful realities. Friendship, family, identity, loyalty,

belongingness, citizenry, and emotionality are central concepts explored in chapters that are

anchored by humanities texts of television, film, and literature, but also by social science qualitative

methods of participant observation and interviews. Fantasy has the capacity to be a revolutionary

change agent that in its modernity can creatively reflect, critique, or reimagine the social, political,

and cultural norms of our world. Such promise is also found to be true of children’s agency, wherein

children’s beings and becomings, rooted in childhood’s freedoms and constraints, result in a range

of outcomes. In the endeavor to broaden theory and research on children’s agency, fantasy

becomes a point of possibility with its expanding subjectivities, far-reaching terrain, and spirit of

adventure.

Childhood, Agency, and Fantasy:
Walking in Other Worlds
Edited by Ingrid Castro
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Based on lifelong data drawn

from the iconic Berkeley

Guidance Study, the book tells

the story of the rarely studied

1900 generation. Set against a

century of revolutionary change,

the book traces the 1900

generation’s social origins

through education, marriage and

childbearing, employment, and

their later years. From the

reorganization of marriage and

family roles and relationships to

strategies for adapting to a

dramatically changing economy,

the challenges faced by this

generation echo our own time.

Their experiences with rapid

social change and disruption

provide remarkable insights into

life as we know it today. 

Living on the Edge: An American
Generation's Journey through
the 20th Century
Richard A. Settersten, Jr., Glen H. Elder, Jr., 
and Lisa D. Pearce

21

Children & Youth
Spring 2021

Click for more
information

http://livingontheedgebook.com/


Announcements from Members

Congrats, Jomaira!

Children & Youth

Congrats, Leah!

Congrats, André!

https://news.vanderbilt.edu/2020/12/09/andre-christie-mizell-named-vice-provost-for-graduate-education-and-dean-of-vanderbilts-graduate-school/
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